
GREAT CANFIELD

OPEN WEEKEND

9TH & 10TH JULY 2011

PROGRAMME

£2.50 PER PERSON

You will need this programme 
to gain entry to the village events



STEVENAGE  
GUNNELSWOOD  ROAD SG1 2BE

01438 366000
WALTHAM CROSS 
BRITANNIA ROAD EN8 7NZ

01992 712323 

HARLOW 
EDINBURGH WAY CM20 2EJ

01279 421166
LETCHWORTH 
STATION ROAD SG6 3BG

01462 683722 
enquiries@gates.co.uk

STORTFORD 
STANSTED ROAD CM23 2BT

01279 652214
EPPING  
HIGH STREET CM16 4BA

01992 572281 

HERTFORD 
GASCOYNE WAY SG13 8EL

01992 821000
DUNMOW
CHELMSFORD ROAD CM6 1XN

01371 877044 

New & Used Car Sales

Proud Sponsor of Great Canfield 
Weekend

Service & MOT

Low Rate Finance

Parts & Accessories

Commercial Vehicle Sales



All reasonable steps have been taken to ensure your safety. Please note 
that no liability is accepted by any landowner, householder or by the 

Organising Committee or Parish Council for any loss, damage or injury. 
All activities are entered strictly at your own risk. 

Introduction 
 
This Great Canfield weekend has been created to bring together 
the various Ends and Hamlets of our village with events, teas 
and open gardens exploiting our beautiful network of lanes and 
footpaths to raise money for the village whilst coordinating with 
the Cricket Club’s celebratory match against the MCC to mark 
their 150 year birthday. 
  
Grateful thanks to our Sponsors, whose advertisements appear 
in this Programme and whose generosity has made this Open 
Weekend possible. 
 
We hope all our visitors enjoy themselves and come to regard 
our village as highly as we do. 
 

Timetable 
 

Saturday 9th July, open from: 
• 10 a.m., staggered times for participants in the Treasure Hunt, 

starting at Ashfields Carriage and Polo Club. 
• 10 a.m.: St Mary’s Church; Red Poll cattle at Bury Farm; 

Canfield Thrift; Ashfields Carriage and Polo Club and its 
Carriage Museum. 

• 11 a.m.: ploughman’s lunches at the Village Hall. 
• 1 p.m.: Open Gardens, teas at Bullocks Farm and Foxleys; 

Motte and Bailey. 
• 7.30 p.m.: The Griffin Inn, at the Village Hall. 
Sunday 10th July, open from: 
• 10 a.m.: St Mary’s Church; Canfield Thrift; Ashfields Carriage 

and Polo Club and its Carriage Museum. 
• 11 a.m.: ploughman’s lunches at the Village Hall. 
• 11.30 a.m.: Great Canfield versus the MCC, at the cricket field. 
• 1 p.m.: Motte and Bailey 
• 2 p.m.: Cream teas at Forge House. 
• 6 p.m.: barbecue at the cricket field. 

 
Please see individual programme items for closing times. 
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A brief history of Great Canfield: the earliest archaeological 
evidence of human occupation is a 5,500 year old axehead, and 
there have been very many finds from the Roman occupation 
2,000 years ago – indeed you will see Roman bricks studded 
amongst the flints in the wall of the church.  Written records 
start with the entries in the Domesday Book after the Norman 
Conquest, and include ancient court rolls dating from 1346.  
There are sixty listed buildings in the village.   
 
Please see the map in the centre of the booklet, which shows 
buildings, locations of activities, and public roads and footpaths.   
 
Your safety: Please note that the public roads have no dedicated 
footways.  Take care especially when walking the footpaths and 
roads and visiting other areas that may be steep or rough under 
foot such as Canfield Thrift and the Motte and Bailey.  Always 
put on appropriate clothing and footwear.  Please respect No 
Entry signs and hazard barriers which are there for visitors’ 
safety.  Children should be supervised at all times.  Be aware that 
the country gardens may have insecure boundaries, water 
features that are not practical to guard, and uneven ground.  
Please don’t let children climb trees.   
 

W.C. facilities are available in the Cricket Pavilion; at 
Ashfields Carriage and Polo Club; at the Village Hall; and at 
locations offering Teas. 
 

Parking (at own risk) is available at Foxleys in Bacon 
End; at the Village Hall; at Ashfields Carriage and Polo Club; in 
the field next to Helmans; at Deal Tree Farm; at Great Canfield 
Hall at Church End; and at Bullocks Farm. 
 

Teas in the gardens of ... 
 

 Bullocks Farm, Hope End 
Open for teas Saturday 9th July, 1 – 5 p.m.  
Bullocks farm house is built round a 17th 
Century timber frame. 
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 Foxleys, Bacon End 
Open for teas Saturday 9th July, 1 – 5 p.m.  Foxleys is the oldest 
house in the village.  At the core of its structure is an aisled hall 
dating from around 1300.   

 Forge House, Green Street 
Open for cream teas Sunday 10th July, 2 – 5 p.m.  Forge House 
dates from the late 16th Century. 
 

Open Gardens 
 
The gardens are open on Saturday 9th July.  
Opening times are 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. unless 
otherwise stated.   

 Beresfield, Canfield Road, Hope End 
Open 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  This 2 acre garden 
was started from scratch 25 years ago.  The 
front contains shrubs of various heights, form, colour and 
texture with many topiary specimens to give architectural 
interest.  The garden continues around the sides of the house to 
the back which has a romantic feel with 
a working well and flower beds. This 
leads into the woodland area which in 
the summer provides dappled shade 
and is a haven for wildlife.  The garden 
is all on one level, providing easy access 
to everyone. 
 

 Darley Dale, Hope End 
The grounds of Darley Dale are very much a work in progress 
and there are a few No Entry areas.  Although many beautiful 
trees remain from its original landscaping, the garden has not 
been greatly looked after for the past few years.  Viewers will 
have access to about 2½ acres including a sunken garden, the 
fenced moat (actually a Victorian swimming pond) and island 
(now inhabited by a variety of rare breed ducks).  Over the 
coming years we hope to restore Darley Dale's grounds to a 
beautiful family garden, but it is hoped that the real gardeners 
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amongst you can still appreciate the first stages of this long term 
plan. 
 

 Chestnut Villa, Green Street 
This is a modern cottage garden which has evolved through our 
love of roses and herbaceous perennials that provide a feeding 
ground for birds and bees. In 2008 the garden had a makeover 
to create deep beds and introduce more shrubs to provide 
winter interest.  A serpentine lawn 
now runs diagonally into one corner to 
create an impression of greater depth. 
 
Almost all of the garden can be viewed 
from the lawn. However the rear path 
is loose pebbles and there are two 
steps up to the pergola. 
 

 Cuckoo Cottage, Cuckoos Lane 
The cottage is set in a lovingly maintained 1½ acres with a 
number of interesting herbaceous borders.  Nearest to the house 
are an herb garden, kitchen garden and a small orchard.  The 
narrow paths have a few steps which may be obscured by 
plants.  Behind there is a grassed area featuring a pond with lots 
of waterfowl and an interesting bridge.  The pond is not fenced 
off, so please take care especially with children.  A small wood, 
left to nature, lies at the far end of the garden.    
 

 Rodingbourne, Church End  

The gardens of Rodingbourne are situated in a 
very peaceful and tranquil setting next to the 
church of St Mary’s in Great Canfield.  They 
consist of formal garden, informal garden and 
woods. These are separated by a small brook 
(part of the River Roding) which is crossed by a 
bridge.  The Garden contains some specimen 
trees of distinction including Scots Pine, Walnut and Ash. A 200 
year old Yew tree stands in the formal gardens which is 
magnificent in its size and stature. 

. 
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 Turnberry, Bacon End 
Turnberry is a thatched cottage surrounded by ⅓ acre of garden. 
At the front a high hedge provides privacy and to the back the 
views over open fields ensure wonderful sunsets and space for 
patio sitting and BBQ's. 
 
The flower and shrub beds have been designed to provide 
differing heights and colours throughout the summer while 
ensuring an open aspect to the rear of the cottage. The lawns are 
broken up by recently planted flowering trees and shrubs, while 
retaining the established trees to provide shade and height. The 
vegetable area is situated at the furthest point from the cottage 
ensuring a growing area isolated from the formal garden. 
 
The driveway to the garden is sloped but the cottage has a paved 
area all around providing easy access to the garden. The garden 
is nearly flat and provides no obstruction for walking.  
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AASSHHFFIIEELLDDSS  CCAARRRRIIAAGGEE  &&  PPOOLLOO  CCLLUUBB  IISS  TTHHEE  UUKK''SS  NNUUMMBBEERR  OONNEE  CCAARRRRIIAAGGEE  

DDRRIIVVIINNGG  CCEENNTTRREE,,  OOFFFFEERRIINNGG  FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  CCAARRRRIIAAGGEE  DDRRIIVVEERRSS  OOFF  AALLLL  

AAGGEESS  AANNDD  DDIISSAABBIILLIITTIIEESS  AATT  AALLLL  LLEEVVEELLSS..    AASSHHFFIIEELLDDSS  HHOOLLDDSS  LLOOCCAALL  SSHHOOWWIINNGG  

CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIOONNSS  AANNDD  PPRROOVVIIDDEESS  FFAACCIILLIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  TTHHEE  LLOOCCAALL  RRIIDDIINNGG  CCLLUUBB..  
   



 Stone Hall and Stone Hall Cottage, Bacon End 
Open 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.  The garden was 
originally designed by Notcutts in the early 
`50s.    We have shrubs, borders, kitchen 
garden, chickens, two ponds and an 
unattended swimming-pool.  Stone Hall 
Cottage was converted from one of the old 
farm buildings over 50 years ago. The 
garden has been created in recent times from part of the old 
farmyard.  
 
We do not want visitors to bring dogs, please, because we have 
dogs ourselves, and children will need to be supervised because 
of the ponds and swimming pool. 
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