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CHURCH SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2021 TO NOVEMBER 2021 
 

Church Website www.thesixparishes.org.uk 
 

Services take place across the group of 10 churches every Sunday at 9.30am and 11.00am and 
there is a Sunday evening service at either 4.00pm or 4.30pm. You are welcome to attend 
services in any of the churches. Details of service times are displayed on the church notice boards 
as well as the church website. 
 
The Church of England has an online service every Sunday morning at 9am which can be 
accessed via their website, https://www.churchofengland.org/media-and-news/church-online 
 
We also meet every Wednesday @11am for a short online service which is followed by ‘coffee 
and chat’. The links for these services, plus the 10 churches prayer meeting which is also online 
(1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month @8pm) are available on the church website, see ‘our church 
online’ page. 
 
Services taking place in St Mary’s, Great Canfield are as follows. 
 

 
Date 

 
Day 

 
Time and Service Format 

 
Officiant 

5th September Trinity 14 
11.00am, Morning Service with 

Baptism 
Rev Robert Stone 

19th September Trinity 16 11.00am, BCP Holy Communion Rev Tim Goodbody 

3rd October Trinity 18 11.00am, BCP Morning Prayer Local Team 

17th October Trinity 20 11.00am, Harvest Festival Rev Tim Goodbody 

7th November 
3rd Sunday 

before Advent 
9.30am, BCP Holy Communion Rev Robert Stone 

21st November Christ the King 11.00am, BCP Morning Prayer 
Rev Robert Stone and 

Rev Gary Fleming 

 
Special Days - Joint Services 
 

 
Date 

 
Day 

 
Time and Service 

Format 

 
Church Location 

 
Officiant 

31st 
October 

All Saints 
11.00am, 10 Churches 

Group Worship 
Good Easter 

Rev Robert Stone & 
Rev Gary Fleming 

31st 
October 

All Saints 

3.00pm, Time to 
Remember 

(Remembering those 
we love but see no 

longer) 

High Easter  
Rev Robert Stone & 
Rev Gary Fleming 

 
 

http://www.thesixparishes.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/media-and-news/church-online


ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT CANFIELD 
 
Dear Friends 
Over the summer I met a man called Stuart who has set himself the target of 
cycling, with his dog in tow, to all 16,400 Church of England churches.  When we 
met at Leaden Roding he was at number 6, and told me that he had given himself 
the next ten years to complete this massive undertaking. He said “I need to start 
now because I don’t think there will be that many open after that.”  He may well be 
right but how can we really know what will happen in ten years’ time.  His 
pessimistic realism however denies the goodwill of God for us. 
 
It reminded me of something I often tell my children: “Yesterday is history; Tomorrow 
is mystery; Today is a gift which is why we call it the present!”   
 
Looking glumly into the future robs today of its joy, and potential.  The Church of 
England is struggling at the moment, that is true, but God hasn’t changed, and in his 
incredible creativity he can renew, and build new things.  God’s people must always 
be a people of hope and not despondency.  God says that his mission is to build a 
kingdom of heaven here on earth, and he does that through all those who will call 
him Lord.  God is not one to fail.  The one who turned the world upside down by 
making a crucifixion the place of victory does not fail.  We can always trust and hope 
in God.  Another favourite saying that reminds me of this wonderful truth is: 
 
“I may not know what the future holds, but I know who holds the future!” 
 
I am hopeful for the future because I know God can be trusted. 
 
Best regards, 
Rev’d Robert Stone. 
 
 

 
SPECIAL SERVICE 

 
Remembering Those We Love but See No Longer 
A chance to remember loved ones that have died 

Sunday 31st October 2021 
3.00 pm 

at St Mary’s Church High Easter 
 

The pandemic has seen many unexpected deaths, and with those who continue to 
feel the pain of loss it is good to mark and acknowledge our bereavement whether it 
be recent or not. This service will be a place to remember, pray, and mark our 
shared human experience.  
 
All are welcome. 
 



ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT CANFIELD 
CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

 

As we slowly emerge from the darkness of lockdowns, restrictions and 
enforced estrangement from our loved ones we consider how we are going 
to shape our “normalities”. 
 

It would be simple to say ‘Ok, back to the old ways, folks. Worship as normal.’  
There would be a sigh of relief from some, but a note or more of concern from 
others. It would be a shame to risk prejudicing some people’s return to worship over 
concerns about health risks so at St. Mary’s the existing precautions will remain in 
place at least until the vaccination programme is completed. The situation will be 
reviewed then. The only exception is the return to singing, albeit with face coverings 
in place. 
 
On April 30th we hosted a ten Parish Benefice service when we had a multi-parish 
choir. Two weddings also included choirs, and one featured a choir of six drawn 
from the Thaxted choir with the Thaxted Organist. Perhaps we could continue to find 
“choir moments”.  Interested in singing praise to our Lord? Give me a call. 
 
The Lych Gate process continues. Tenders have been sought and are now with our 
Church Architect for examination. I can now proceed to do battle with the on-line 
Faculty process. Of course, there is also the minor issue of funding. Anyone got a 
spare £10k laying about? If not, we will start the fund-raising process.   
 
No further activity on the toilet front. One thing at a time. 
 
As for the Churchyard Maintenance appeal, I am clearly not sufficiently appealing. 
How about if I promise not to sing too loud? Come on, Canfield. St. Mary’s needs 
YOU! 
 
Finally, as I write this having just come back from a week in sunny Norfolk. Well, I 
expect it was sunny above the rain clouds. Then I spotted Debra’s post on 
Facebook showing the lightning at St, Mary’s. I went and checked it out. All OK. Will 
avoid any old jokes about lightning Conductors and the Church Choir. Save those 
for Carpet Bowls. 
 
“For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be”.                        [Matthew 24:27] 
 
May God keep you all safe and well. 
 
 
David Turner                 
Churchwarden 
01279-870620  hartview2@gmail.com August 2021 

mailto:hartview2@gmail.com
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APPEAL 
 

 
Dear Readers 
 
A huge “Thank you” to all those who responded so generously, some most 
generously, to the appeal for funds in the last, Summer, edition of the Great Canfield 
Newsletter. In spite of times which have been difficult for all of us a record total 
collected should hopefully see us through the next, not three, but four years until mid 
2025. 
 
In addition to those readers who returned their donation in the small brown 
envelopes to our main distributor, Gill Vincett, we are also indebted to the local 
Parish Council and to the Great Canfield Community Trust for their significant 
support, together with a special donation from one of our readers who helped us so 
much last time around. It is a pleasure to report that Great Canfield has again 
returned Newsletter Funds to a healthy level to meet future commitments. 
 
In expressing thanks to all those who have again put hand in pocket we should also 
not forget to thank those members of our community who give so freely of their time 
to ensure that the Newsletter is distributed and delivered to every household in 
Great Canfield each quarter. Equally important are the editorial team and 
contributors who continue to strive to keep readers up to date with news and events 
taking place locally. 
 
It is hoped that all will continue to enjoy future issues of the Great Canfield 
Newsletter, so once again a big thank you to all concerned for your continued 
support. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

END OF COVID SUMMER PARTY ON FRIDAY 13TH AUGUST 
 

 

Thank you to all those who attend the End of 
COVID Summer party on Friday 13th August. This 
popular event was very well attended with over 
hundred residents, young and old eating Fish, 
Chips, and ice cream from the ice cream van, it is 
so great to see so many new residents attend and 
make new friends.  A marquee was set up, with 
thanks to Chris Easter, in the car park so everyone 
could space out.  An at cost bar was well managed 
by Andrew Clack and his team, the late 80s prices 

proved very popular and there was no beer left by 10pm.  The evening was rounded up by Andrew 
Clack banging the ivories and those left having a good sing song. 

Thank you to the hall committee for organising 
Robert Mackley  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



GREAT CANFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

 
Save the date……. 

Firework Night 
Saturday 6th November 

At the Cricket Club 
Further details nearer the time 

 
The hall is a great asset for our community and will be available to hire in the future 
for all types of events. The hall committee is run by a group of volunteers and we 
are always looking for new members that can offer support and ideas. If you are 
interested in joining the village hall committee to help run events for the benefit of 
the local community then please send an email to jason.asser@tts.eu.com with your 
contact information. 

 

 
 

CRICKET CLUB 
 
Canfield Cricket has been going well over the Summer.  Victories have been in short 
supply, but we have had some very enjoyable games that have been close even 
though we have come out on the losing side. 
 
Our main event of the Summer is Cricket week in early July.  It was a rain 
interrupted affair, of all the matches played we managed to finish all of them.  
Unfortunately getting wet in the process!!!! 
 
As mentioned before our Cricket tour of France had to be postponed due to Covid.  
So, we replaced it with one to Norfolk to play our old foe's Rudham as well as 
Sprowston Cricket Club.  John Priest managed some stand out performances with 
the ball..... which he made sure we all know about!!!! 
 
We still have a few matches left this Summer and all of them are at home, so feel 
free to come and watch. 
 
There is evidence of Cricket in Canfield in the 1820's if anyone would like to know 
more call in and see us.  It is always nice to see a few faces from the village. 
 
Fixtures 
Sunday 5th September   Hatfield Broad Oak  Home    2.00pm 
Sunday 12th September Woodcutters   Home    12.30pm 
Sunday 29th September Highgate Irregulars  Home    12.30pm 

mailto:jason.asser@tts.eu.com


CARS AND ART AT THE CHURCH 
 

 

 
Come join us for a small classic car show and art exhibition 

at 
St Marys, Church End, Gt Canfield 

on 
Saturday 25th September 2021 

From 
11am – 4pm 

 
Outside on the green there will be a 

small show of really interesting classic and sports cars 
kindly loaned from local residents collections 

and in the church local artists will be exhibiting their works 
 

BBQ on the day with proceeds in aid of the Lych gate repairs 
 

We hope you’ll be able to come and support  our small village event 
 

If you are a local photographer or artist  
and would like to show at the event 

please contact Jo Donald 07891 388280  
or 

if you have an interesting classic or sports car  
please contact Keir Donald 07904 126977 

                            



 
NEWS FROM GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Parish Council returned to face-to-face meetings in June and met outside at the cricket 
ground, the weather for the July meeting meant a return to the village hall! Whilst there was no 
ordinary meeting scheduled for August, an extraordinary meeting to consider the Parish Councils 
response to planning applications with deadlines before its next ordinary meeting took place in late 
August.  
 

Planning Appeal 
 

The appeal against Uttlesford’s decision to refuse permission for 5 homes on land adjacent to 
Sandhurst, Canfield Road was dismissed by the Planning Inspector. In his report the inspector 
writes, ‘the proposed development would be awkwardly out of kilter with the development pattern 
and character of the area.’ He goes on to state, ‘the proposed development would not be 
sustainably located in terms of reliance on the private car.’ The full report is available to read on 
the Uttlesford planning portal, select application reference UTT/19/2149/OP. 
 

Uttlesford Local Plan Update 
 
In July, Uttlesford published the basic details for the 299 sites received during the 
call for sites. These are available to view on the Local Plan website, 
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/LP-Sites and include several sites in Great Canfield 
parish.  
 

Across the district sites proposed include potential large scale new communities as well as small 
scale developments in villages. No decision has been taken on which sites to include in the Local 
Plan, and they are being published for information only at this stage. Uttlesford is now working to 
assess these sites and a technical consultation for town and parish councils will be carried out in 
the autumn to help ensure that factual information for each site is correct. The draft (Regulation 
18) Local Plan is scheduled for consultation in March 2022. 
 

Finances - Annual Accounts for the year to March 2021 
 
Parish Councils are required to submit an Annual Return to the Audit 
Commission which includes a financial summary.  The Great Canfield 
financial summary for the year is shown below and includes the village hall 
accounts from November 2020 when the Parish Council took on the hall 
lease. Legislation also requires Parish councils to report financial 
information on their website, please see 

       https://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/annual-return-202021.html 
 

£ 
 

Income 
(Ex VAT) 

Expenditure 
(Ex VAT) 

Net 
(Ex VAT) 

Precept (contribution from resident’s 
council tax) 

7,500   

Village Hall (from November 2020 inc 
Covid grants) 

16,414   

    

Clerk salary and expenses  2,136  

Grass cutting  800  

Insurance  235  

Subscriptions  292  

Other  412  

Village Hall (from November 2020)  1,350  

TOTAL 23,914 5,225 18,689 

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/LP-Sites
https://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/annual-return-202021.html


 
The closing cash balance at March 2021 was £70,092, of which £15,063 is village hall funds and 
£42,528 is the balance of funds in the Canfield Nursery easement fund; this is a fund allocated to 
‘protecting Great Canfield and the surrounding countryside from threat of development and on 
capital projects in the village that benefit the community of Great Canfield’.  If you have any plans 
which meet these criteria, please speak to the Cllrs. The balance of £12,501 is general funds 
raised through precept. 
 
Other News 
 
The Parish Council added its name to a joint letter of objection from 8 Parish Councils to the 
proposal for 1,200 homes on the Landsec site, Land East of Highwood Quarry Little Easton. The 
letter specifically raises concerns with the impact on highways and services that a development of 
this scale would have. The application is pending the planning officers report before being taken to 
planning committee. 
 
The application for the use of the former Winfresh depot, Little Canfield as a council waste and 
refuse service, as well as offices and business units was approved by the Planning Committee. 
Approximately 30% of the site will be used by Uttlesford with the remainder being let as a 
commercial venture. The Parish Council has received confirmation that no formal traffic orders 
exist to prevent vehicles using the local lanes to access the site. Uttlesford has confirmed that any 
tenants of the site will be required to access from the main highway routes and not local lanes, 
however the Parish Council continues to push for traffic orders to ensure this is enforceable. 
 
Parish Council Future Meetings 
 
Next quarter Parish Council meetings will be held in Great Canfield Village Hall at 8pm.  We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Monday 13th September 2021 
Monday 11th October 2021 
Monday 8th November 2021 

 

 

NEWS FROM GEOF AND NEIL – UTTLESFORD DISTRICT 
CLLRS 
 

Neil and I have missed getting to know you at our surgery, but this 
changes as of Friday 20 August 2021. We will be restarting surgeries 
slowly with one surgery per month at the Dukes Head PH in Hatfield 

Broad Oak. Apart from the August date the following dates are planned at the present time, 24 
September, 15 October, 19 November, and 17 December. The timings will be between 14:00 and 
16:00 hours (2 until 4). Both Neil and I realise that some people in the Ward may not be able to 
travel to HBO and are still looking for a location to hold surgeries in the Hallingburys as well. 

Parish Council agenda and minutes are available on the village website,  
www.greatcanfield.org.uk/parish-council.html 

For information on whether you are live on Gigaclear and package 
https://www.gigaclear.com/home-broadband 

                 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/parish-council.html
https://www.gigaclear.com/home-broadband


Remember that until this is possible you can still contact us on our email addresses at the end of 
this report. 
 
Have your say on council tax support scheme 
 
Uttlesford residents are invited to have their say on how much support the council should give to 
people who might struggle to pay their Council Tax bill. 
 
Councils run a scheme called Local Council Tax Support which is designed to help the most 
vulnerable. It’s set by Uttlesford District Council which has some discretion over how it is 
administered. 
 
For 2022/23, the council is proposing to maintain the scheme on the same basis as this year. See 
the council’s website for details. The consultation runs until 31 August. 
 
Apply now for a community project grant 
 
Our 2021/22 Community Project Grant scheme is open again for new applications. Grants ranging 
from £100 up to a maximum of £3,500 are available to voluntary organisations or similar bodies in 
the Uttlesford district, such as village hall committees, community shops, town and parish councils, 
community associations, play and recreation clubs and groups. Visit the UDC website for criteria 
and details on how to apply. 
 
Stansted Airport Appeal 
 
This is still ongoing and up to date information can be found on the UDC website. 
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/airport-appeal 
 
Nature needs your help! 
 
A new biodiversity mapping tool is now available for 
residents to tell us about local sites with important 
biodiversity or that have the potential to be havens for 
plants, animals, and insects. The webpage invites people to 
drop a pin on a map of Uttlesford indicating the location and 
then answering five simple questions. It can be any type of 
site and as small as a road verge or corner of a churchyard. 
If you believe a site has the potential to improve or restore 
biodiversity, or needs to be nurtured, UDC want to hear 
from you.  
 
For duck's sake... 
 
Did you know that more than two million pieces of litter are dropped every day in the UK? Even the 
smallest bit of litter can harm local wildlife. If you're out and about, remember to dispose of your 
waste sensibly by putting it in the bin. If the bins are full, always take your rubbish back home with 
you. 
 
Survey to understand Uttlesford’s retail and town centre requirements 
 
UDC are carrying out market research with NEMS Market Research for a Retail Capacity Study as 
part of the new Local Plan. The study runs until 30 August. They would welcome people taking 
part in the survey and greatly appreciate all responses, but anyone contacted is under no 
obligation to take part. If anyone who receives a call has concerns at any point, they should hang 
up and report it to planningpolicy@uttlesford.gov.uk. 

https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/airport-appeal


 
 
Advice and support for your business 
 
Contact the UDC Economic Development Team for advice and support for existing businesses or 
those thinking of starting a business. 
 
BEST Growth Hub 
 
This could be the first port of call for Uttlesford businesses. Business navigators are available for 
free discussions to answer your questions and concerns, as well as point you in the right direction 
for external or government advice. From Covid-19 recovery skills training, employing apprentices, 
the latest funding and business support, EU transition and more the business navigators at the 
BEST Growth Hub offer one-to-one support to nurture, scale up and adapt businesses. Contact 
Southeast Business Hub - Best for business solutions Essex, Southend,  
and Thurrock on 0300 303 4864. 
 
Citizens Advice 
 
Uttlesford Citizens Advice can provide debt counselling, help with universal credit applications or 
with a referral to the foodbank. Their advice is confidential and costs nothing. If you are worried 
about money, do not wait to get help.  Call 01799 618840 (Monday-Friday 9.30 am-3.30 pm) or 
email help@uttlesfordca.org.uk 
 
Take Care  
 
cllrdriscoll@uttlesford.gov.uk or cllrreeve@uttlesford.gov.uk 

Uttlesford Community Transport 
 

We provide services to the residents of Uttlesford who find it difficult to access 
normal public transport, the over 60’s, the disabled and those who are rurally 
isolated. 
 
We can take you shopping, to the hairdressers, to visit friends, garden centres, 
just about anywhere, as well as all types of medical appointments. All Uttlesford 
Community Travel minibuses are wheelchair accessible, and all our drivers are 
fully trained and checked through the Disclosure and Barring Service. 
 
Please look out for our minibuses and spread the word to anyone you think could 
benefit from our services. We’re always looking out for volunteers and hospital 
drivers so please get in touch if you would like to join our team and make a real 
difference in our community. 
 

https://uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org/membership/ or call 01371 875787 
 

 
 

mailto:cllrdriscoll@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:cllrreeve@uttlesford.gov.uk
https://uttlesfordcommunitytravel.org/membership/


GREAT CANFIELD HAPPY CIRCLE 
 

The club resumed its activities on 18th.August with the ever popular boat trip. This year we enjoyed a 
cruise on the River Orwell and were served with afternoon tea onboard. It was obvious that club 
members and friends were pleased to be able to meet up again after the seclusion of the last 18 
months. In fact, there were 63 of us, the biggest number for a trip in many years. 
 
After choosing our preferred seating both above and below deck the boat left the marina area of 
Ipswich docks and waited for the lock to open letting us through to the expanse of the river. The first 
views were quite industrial but soon opened up to the Suffolk countryside showing lovely wooded 
areas and farmland coming down to the waters edge. The river was very busy with small craft and 
several luxury yachts. The iconic Orwell Bridge came into view and as we passed below we looked 
up realising the huge expanse of the bridge. It was certainly a different aspect from travelling across 
the bridge. 
 
As we approached Felixstowe docks three or four huge container ships were alongside being 
unloaded by massive gantry cranes. Further along the river the scene changed again to rural 
tranquillity as we looked across the water to the peaceful hamlet of Pin Mill with its well known pub 
‘The Butt and Oyster’. The tidal waves wash against some boat wrecks which were once sailing 
cargo vessels. Some of these are used as houseboats but the rest have been left to rot. The port of 
Harwich was in the distance and this was the point where we turned around for the return cruise to 
Ipswich. As the boat turned three Trinity Lightships are moored in the river since Trinity Lighthouse 
Association has its headquarters in Harwich. 
 
Our pleasant and interesting river cruise lasted 3½ hours with afternoon tea being eaten as we sailed 
along. The sun was a bonus as the wind pushed the early morning clouds away making a very 
welcome first post covid outing. 

 

 



REDPOLL CATTLE 
 
As mentioned in the previous article.  It has been a time of change with my cattle.  With a fresh bull 
(Herbie) and some new cows that have been brought from a herd that graze under the M25. 
 
At the moment my herd sits at about 35 animals which are somewhat dotted around the area.  The 
majority being on the meadows at Bury Farm with some others grazing around the Shell House at 
Hatfield Forest and some at Chignall Smeeley near Chelmsford.  They are over there to keep away 
from the bull as they are too young to get in calf.  Young females are fertile at 5 or 6 months old so I 
have to be careful.  In early September the bull is going on a busmans holiday to another farm for 2 
or 3 months so I will bring them back then. 
 
With the weather it has been difficult getting the winter feed rations of hay baled up but we managed 
to get it done in between the showers.  In the hay field I try to leave a strip 3 or 4 metres wide uncut 
around the outside.  This is to encourage biodiversity such as small mammals for shelter and 
pollinators such as bees.  I am also trying to see the status of my Dung Beetle population as they are 
good for soil health by taking nutrients down into the ground and also help to cut down on nuisance 
flies by breaking down the cowpats.  It does mean putting the kitchen gloves on and getting a bit 
yucky!! but in for a penny in for pound!!!! I will let you know how I get on. 
 
If anyone wants to know more have a look at www.dungbeetlesforfarmers.co.uk. 
 
Anyway catch you next time. 

Jonathan Clarke 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are back and going well.  We meet fortnightly from 10:00 -12:00. 
Our next gathering is on Wednesday 8th September 

Would be lovely to see new Mums and little ones 
Charging £3.00 per family 

If you wish to find out more, please look on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/canfieldslittleones 

 

GREAT CANFIELD TODDLER GROUP 

 

http://www.dungbeetlesforfarmers.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/canfieldslittleones


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                    

Puppy Socialisation Parties  
£20 for 4 sessions 

plus 10% discount off  the next course! 
 

8 week obedience courses lead by qualified instructors 
121 Sessions also available 

 

Covid-19 Compliant small classes. 
 

BOOKING NOW 

Follow My Lead Dog Training 
Based in Great Canfield 

 
Tel: 01279 879684 

Enquiries: info@followmylead-
dogtraining.co.uk 



                     HIGH RODING & GREAT CANFIELD WI 
Members and friends met together in June for the first time this year in Margaret’s Garden.  The 
weather was beautiful, and the garden was set out with spaced tables and chairs where a great 
deal of chatting with one another took place after not seeing each other for so long!!  Later in the 
afternoon we enjoyed a delicious tea provided by Sara.  Sandwiches and scones with abundant 
amounts of cream and home-made jam were washed down by tea and coffee.  A great deal of 
talking and laughing completed a really enjoyable afternoon. 
 
Due to restrictions that we were still needing to adhere to, our July meeting was unfortunately not 
possible to be held in the Hall, so we returned to Margaret’s Garden where once again the 
weather was very kind to us.  Margaret showed and played some musical boxes from her late 
Mother’s collection which were all quite different from each other.   Everyone tried to identify the 
tunes they played which was quite an achievement.  We then enjoyed Pauline’s performance of 
“The Dinner Party” by Pam Ayres.  We finished up with Eve and Angela reading Stanley 
Holloway’s “The recumbent Position”.  Tea and cakes followed to complete another enjoyable 
afternoon.  
 
Our August meeting was held by kind invitation of Angela and Len in their garden.  The weather 
and garden were beautiful.  The chairs and tables were set out so that we could choose to sit in 
shade or sun.  Angela showed us various albums full of photographs which showed her house in 
its original condition and all the changes that she and Len have made.  We were all very 
impressed.  Delicious tea and cakes provided by all members contributed to another very 
enjoyable garden meeting. 
 
Future meetings and events to be held in the WI Village Hall:  
 
Wednesday 1st September - 12.30 for 1 p.m. 

Annual Lunch with entertainment -Peter Day as Jukebox Legends 
 
Wednesday 6th October 2 p.m.  Arsenic the Inheritance Powder – Martyn Lockwood 
 
Wednesday 3rd November 2 p.m.  Soil, Sweat and Tears – Brian Carline 
 

Saturday 20th November – 10.30 to 12.30 p.m. Christmas Fayre 

 
 
Wednesday 2nd December 2 p.m.  “Ways with Wrapping 
 
For further information, please call Margaret on 01371 872206 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ADVERTISING 
If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 

please e-mail Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk 
The cost is £5.00 per advert. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

BOOK 
CLUB 

 
 

 

At our June meeting we discussed the book Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell.  Most of us really 
enjoyed this book.  It is the story of William Shakespeare’s son HAMNET.  The name was 
apparently inter-changeable with the name Hamlet at the time. 
 
It was the story of Agnes, or Anne, Hamnet’s mother, and their life in Stratford in the 17th 
Century.  It was a fascinating insight into the living arrangements of the time.  Sadly 
HAMNET contracts the ‘plague’ together with his twin sister Judith.  She lives by her dies.  
Shades of our present pandemic unfortunately.  William Shakespeare is never mentioned 
by name and is often absent in London with his players and theatre company.  Poor Agnes 
has to cope alone with his unpleasant father, a glove maker, who is a tyrant. 
 
I think we all found it very moving but a good read. 
 
We were all very happy to have been able to meet in person in Penny’s lovely garden.  
Although we were reduced in number, as some members have not returned after the 
lockdown. 
 
The next book we read was The Silkworm by Robert Galbraith, aka J.K.Rowling.  It is one 
of the series of Cormoran Strike books, some of which have been televised.  It is an 
exciting book, quite violent in places, about authors and the publishing world.  A novelist 
disappears and Cormoran is asked in to investigate with his side-kick Robin.  I think we all 
enjoyed this book, although some of us thought it was much too long.  But she does write a 
good story.  We held this meeting in Simon’s garden on a lovely sunny but windy day. 
 
New Members Needed 
 
We have been reduced in numbers lately due to people moving or not being able to 
continue, so we would very much welcome some new members.  You just need to enjoy 
reading and be available about once a month in the afternoon for a couple of hours.  We 
meet in each other’s houses or gardens at 2.30pm but it has to be said we do enjoy a 
glass or two of wine!  So, if you would like think about it, please give me a ring or email, 
and we would be very happy to see you. 
 
Philippa Green 
 
01279 870202  philippagreen1@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Telephone Box Book Exchange 
 
The Book Exchange has now been completely updated with lots of new books.  Please 
remember that its ‘borrow one and bring one in exchange’.  Unfortunately, in the past it has 
been used as a dumping place for unwanted books, and we have had to remove large 
bags full from the floor of the box. 
 
I hope that people will enjoy the new books, and we wish you many hours of happy 
reading. 
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GREAT CANFIELD CARPET BOWLS CLUB  
WE’RE STILL GOING! 
 
OK. Time to put digit to keyboard again. Has it really been three months since I last 
wandered aimlessly across Qwertyland? Wonder who invented the Qwerty keyboard? 
Hang on a minute; 
 “Alexa, who invented the Qwerty keyboard?”.  
“No, I don’t ‘even know that’”.  
“What do you mean ‘I thought men knew everything’?”.  
“Look, if I wanted smarta***e answers I would ask a REAL woman”.  
“No, I’m not suggesting you’re inadequate”.  
“Just answer the question, PLEASE”. 
“Thank you, very much”. 
 
Apparently, it was invented by one Christopher Latham Sholes. That’s a relief. Imagine 
Alexa’s glee if she could have told me it was invented by a woman. Probably would have 
had to switch to Siri. Not all good news though. CLS was AMERICAN. Second thoughts, 
maybe I will stick with Alexa. Can’t face the thought of telling her it’s over. How does a 
microchip sob? 
Nope, better the circuit you know. Anyway, we have an understanding. I know my place 
(just like Ronnie Corbett. I wonder if he was taller than me? [Careful, don’t waste waffle. 
Save that for next time]). 
 
OK. Carpet Bowls. We continue as before. Eight players per week. Four teams of two (I 
got ‘A’ level Maths). Sanitising everything in sight. Honestly, the sanitiser flows like, well, 
sanitiser I suppose. The balls table is awash with the stuff. It’s almost tidal. (Ooops! Nearly 
waffled there). Talking of waffles, we are still without our traditional refreshment break. 
That will be for the future. 
Many of our regulars have returned to the fold, but not all. We still await the return of “H”. 
At the end of the last series of ‘Line of Duty’ they revealed the identity of ‘H’. No they didn’t. 
We know the real ‘H’. He is still in hiding, awaiting his moment to return. If you read this, H, 
we can’t wait. You know how much you are looking forward to revealing yourself again. We 
have kept your balls safe and sound. You can rely upon a face covering to conceal your 
true identity. We are desperate to see your “sideways splits” stance again.  Second 
thoughts, perhaps we should all look away. 
 
We are waiting until the vaccination programme is complete before we return to whatever 
our “New Normal” turns out to be. Once we get to that you will be welcome to join us. We 
don’t bite. Just don’t let Doug anywhere near your neck. If you are over 5’ 8” he can’t reach 
anyway. (THAT’S why he doesn’t play when it’s sunny!). 
 
Please check first on:        01279-870620 or 07803-848681;  hartview2@gmail.com 

David Turner.       August 2021 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Deadline for the WINTER Newsletter is 20 November 2021 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH 

 
Organisation Name Address Telephone No. 

Priest in charge Rev’d Robert Stone 
The Rectory, Stortford Road,  
Leaden Roding 

07726719288 

Associate Minister Rev’d Tim Goodbody 
The Rectory, 3 Old Vicarage Close, 
High Easter 

 

Church Warden Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Church Warden (Deputy) Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Visitor Access Mrs Jo Donald Rodingbourne, Church End 01371 879197 

Church Contact Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Church Treasurer Mr Tony Hughes Fanns Cottage, Canfield Road 01279 871513 

Organist Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Church Flowers Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Bells Mr Jonathan Clarke Great Canfield Bury Farm  01371 873403 

Book Club Penny Judd Fanns Farm  

Carpet Bowls Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Cricket Club Mr Stuart Hepburn Fitzjohns 01279 871664 

Footpath Rep Mr Chris Easter Griffin Farm 01279 870155 

Neighbourhood Watch Mr David Hummel davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk 01371 874884 

Parish Council Chairman Mr Robert Mackley Foxley, Bacon End 01371 879192 

Parish Council Clerk Mrs Allison Ward 
Peartree Cottage, Slough Road, 
High Easter 

01245 231798 

VH Committee Mr Jason Asser TBC  

Village Hall Lettings Gill Vincett 
For bookings and enquiries: 

greatcanfieldhall261@gmail.com  
01279 871421 

WI High Roding & Gt 
Canfield 

Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Newsletter Editor Mrs Alison Clark 1 Warwick Road, Little Canfield 01279 871835 

Newsletter Distributors  Areas of Distribution  

 Mr Peter Smith Ashfields  

 Mrs Jane Mainwaring Bacon End  

 Mrs Mary Clarke Church End  

 Mrs Gill Vincett Green Street  

 Mrs Jill Minton Hope End  

 Mrs Liz Pickford Hope End  

 Mrs Nanette Sargent Marsh Lane  

 Mrs Barbara Hughes Canfield Road  

Website : http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/ 
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