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CHURCH SERVICES DECEMBER 2020 TO FEBRUARY 2021 
 
Services in St Mary the Virgin, Great Canfield 
 
The service schedule below assumes public worship will be permitted in our church buildings, if 
this is not possible our services will move online. 
 
Mid-week services via Zoom every Wednesday @ 11.00am, led by Rev’d Robert Stone. The 10 
churches also meet on Zoom for prayer meetings and Home Groups. 
 
Please see the six parishes website, www.thesixparishes.org.uk for the links you need to join our 
online services and events, all welcome. 
 

 
Date 

 
Day 

 
Time and Service Format 

 
Officiant 

13th December Advent 3 
11.00am Christmas Story and 

 Toy Service 
Rev Robert Stone 

24th December Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Communion Rev Tim Goodbody 

27th December 
1st Sunday of 

Christmas 
11.00am 10 Churches  

Morning Worship 
Rev Tim Goodbody 

3rd January 
2021 

2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

11.00am Morning Worship Local Team 

17th January Epiphany 2 9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rev Robert Stone 

7th February 
2nd Sunday 
Before Lent 

11.00am Morning Worship Local Team 

21st February 
1st Sunday of 

Lent 
9.30am BCP Holy Communion Rev Tim Goodbody 

 
 
Special Days - Joint Services 
 

 
Date 

 
Day 

 
Time and 

Service Format 

 
Church Location 

 
Officiant 

31st January  
10 Churches 

Group Worship 

 
11.00am 

 
High Easter Rev Robert Stone 

Wednesday 
17th February 

Ash Wednesday 

 

7.00pm 
Common Worship  
Holy Communion 

 

High Easter Rev Robert Stone 

 
Please note a number of services take place across the group of 10 churches every week at both 9.30am 
and 11.00am with a 4.00pm evening service during the winter months. You are welcome to attend any of 
the services that suit. Details of service times are displayed on the church notice boards and on the church 

website, www,thesixparishes.org.uk/ 

http://www.thesixparishes.org.uk/


ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT CANFIELD 
PRIEST IN CHARGE 

Dear Friends, 
 
As I write we are starting to hear the first reports of the hope of a vaccine for Covid19. The hope 
that we might once again be safe from this awful disease has lifted many hearts, and we are now 
beginning to hope that we will soon be able to get back to normal. We are however also being 
warned that normal might be a long way off. 
 
You will soon receive our annual Christmas Card and you will find it emblazoned with the word 
“HOPE”. I should say that we very much hope that the Christmas Services and Events we have 
listed inside the card will be able to take place, but we know that our plans this Christmas Season 
may be very much constrained by ongoing restrictions. Please do keep an eye on our websites for 
details of what is happening, and for news about changes we may have to make. Please also note 
that because of social distancing you may need to let us know in advance that you will be 
attending. Our Christmas Eve Crib Services are also planned to be Christmas Eve Crib 
experiences. Please see the separate article about how to join in. 
 
The kind of hope I have described above is full of uncertainty, but this is not the kind of hope that 
comes in the Christmas message. Christmas declares the promise that by sending his Son Jesus 
to be with us, God is removing the uncertainty of eternity from humanity. Many people wonder 
what will happen after they die. Some hope they will be good enough to get into heaven but remain 
uncertain. Christmas means we need not be uncertain any longer. We do not have to hope we are 
good enough. God is saying put your hope in me, I am here for you and I can bring you back to 
myself. Let me be the source of your hope, and that is spelt with capital letters “HOPE”. God keeps 
his promises, and he can be trusted. That is the meaning of that jolly Christmas Carol “God rest ye 
merry gentlemen!” The thrust of those opening words is not about a few gents having had one too 
many Christmas drinks, it a call to be full of Joy. It is a call to rest in the happy knowledge of the 
hope we have in Jesus. No uncertainty anymore, we can rest in the sure and certain HOPE we are 
given in the Christ child. 
 
Be full of hope this Christmas and forever, 
 
Merry Christmas, 
Rev’d Robert Stone 
 

CHRISTMAS CRIB EXPERIENCES 
This Christmas Eve, we are planning Christmas Crib Experiences at High Roding and Leaden 
Roding Churches between 2 and 5 pm. The Churches will be open for families to visit, to hear 
Carols playing and stop at various Christmas Story scenes, to read a Bible passage and say a 
prayer. The final scene will of course be the Crib, and this year we would like you to bring a Paper 
Angel to add to the scene so that by the time everyone has visited we will have our own heavenly 
host declaring “Joy to the World!”. 

Check out this webpage for instructions for making a Christmas Angel: 
https://tratatuha.com/paper-angel.html 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tratatuha.com/paper-angel.html


ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT CANFIELD 
CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

 
These days the only thing you can be sure of is you can’t be sure of 
anything. 
 
Last time I confidently stated we were back worshipping IN St. Mary’s. Well, 
that lasted three months. At the time of writing we are back zooming every 
Sunday. We expect to be back on 6th December but who knows? The Covid 
precautions are all in place and the congregations are were getting used to 
the routine. Let’s hope the “New Normal” can soon become “Old Hat”.  

 
The Lych Gate remains supported by scaffolding.  We are in contact with The Morton 
Partnership, the Structural Engineers who advise the Chelmsford Diocese on structural 
matters relating to Church Properties. They will examine the Lych Gate and advise on 
repairs whilst retaining as much of the existing fabric as possible. It may be necessary to 
part-dismantle the scaffolding to enable a full survey to be carried out. We will, therefore, 
have to co-ordinate a visit with the scaffold erectors to part dismantle and subsequently re-
erect after the inspection is complete. 
 
Progress has been made on the plans for installing toilet/catering facilities.  We have been 
successful in our application for a grant for a feasibility study which our Church Architect, 
David Ferguson, is now working on. We await the results of this with mixed emotions. 
 
All this means that any work on the path would be wasted if carried out before these items 
are dealt with. There will also be the small matter of funding. As a result of the Covid 
situation we have not been able to engage in any fund-raising events. Moreover, our 
income has been severely dented due to the lockdowns and cancelling of live services, 
weddings etc. There is no way we can fund any of these costs “in-house”. This year it is 
touch and go whether we will cover our general costs. We will, of course, be seeking 
grants to contribute to this expenditure however in the present economic climate where 
everyone is struggling financially demands on funding sources will continue to be much 
higher for sometime to come. I did think of asking Boris if next time he gets the Bank of 
England to run off a couple of billion could he slip some in for us but I anticipated his reply. 
Any other repeatable suggestions would be gratefully received. 
 
That’s about it for this edition. The bats are tucked up cosily in the belfry for the winter. The 
Church mouse is enjoying the quiet. The Churchwarden still has a pile of virtual paperwork 
and the Priest still has a desk-job!   
 
Oh, yes. We have some locally sourced sanitiser left for you to try one Sunday when we 
return. I’ll save some for you. 
 
May God keep you all safe and well. 
 
David Turner 
Churchwarden  
01279-870620 hartview2@gmail.com     November 2020 

 

mailto:hartview2@gmail.com


HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ST MARY’S 
 

This year the Harvest Festival service took place on 20th September with the Rev. Tim Goodbody presiding. 
 

Like almost everything these days the service was very different from any we could remember. For a start 
off sanitizing our hands. Very odd. Then face masks. 
 

Imagine celebrating Harvest Festival without singing harvest hymns. Even more odder, thanking our Father 
for his bountiful gifts of the Harvest without the bountiful gifts of the Harvest. That’s like playing Carpet 
Bowls without the Bowls! (Sorry, wrong article). 
 

It wasn’t all odd though. We had our usual farmer’s report on the past year. This was to have been given by 
Claire Knight, wife of local farmer Michael. In the event her daughter Chloe was unwell, so I read the report 
for her. Their year has been better than they feared at the start with little impact from Brexit or Covid. Even 
the weather hasn’t caused many problems! The future however may well carry threats which will create new 
challenges. The loss of subsidies from the EU will impact on the financial status as will the cost of 
machinery and spares purchased from EU suppliers. As for the 
weather………? 
 
We sang in our hearts and thanked God with our voices. Our gifts as 
usual were taken to “Streets to Homes”. The Charity based in Harlow 
takes care of the homeless, providing food, clothing, advice and even 
help obtaining permanent housing, furniture etc. A wonderful Charity. 
 

Let us all pray for a New Normal like the old normal in 2021. 
 

David Turner 
Churchwarden   01279870620   hartview2@gmail.com 
 

 
 

EVERYONE HAS QUESTIONS, 
ASK SOME IMPORTANT ONES WITH US ON THE ALPHA COURSE 

 
Starting this January why not join our online Alpha Course 
to ask 15 important questions and discover what 
Christianity has to say. Meet others interested in exploring 
the questions. Each Thursday from 7 pm we will share our 
thoughts and watch a video and then discuss our 
reactions to what is said. Contact Rev’d Robert Stone if 
you would like to be involved, telephone 07726 719288 or 
email robertstone1965@gmail.com 
 

Week One  7th January  Is there more to life than this? 
Week Two  14th January  Who is Jesus? 
Week Three  21st January  Why did Jesus die? 
Week Four  29th January  How can I have faith? 
Week Five  4th February  Why and How do I pray? 
Week Six  11th February  How and why should I read the Bible? 
Week Seven  18th February  How does God guide us? 
Week Eight  25th February  Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Week Nine  4th March  What does the Holy Spirit do? 
Week Ten  11th March  How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Week Eleven  18th March  How can I make the most of the rest of my life? 
Week Twelve  25th March  How can I resist evil? 
EASTER BREAK 
Week Thirteen  15th April  Why and how should I tell others? 
Week Fourteen 22nd April   Does God Heal today? 
Week Fifteen  29th April  What about the Church? 

 

 

mailto:hartview2@gmail.com
mailto:robertstone1965@gmail.com


NEWS FROM GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Uttlesford Local Plan 
 
The community engagement for the new Uttlesford Local Plan is underway. Led by a 
Community Stakeholder group Uttlesford are holding a serious of mini consultations, 
each looking at a different theme such as climate change, healthy lifestyles and homes. 
These events take place every two weeks and will be live streamed via zoom from 7pm 
so that anyone can tune in. Registration will be available via the council's website: 
www.uttlesford.gov.uk/new-local-plan, or you can watch post the event. 

 

This is part of a six-month conversation about the things that matter to people in Uttlesford, and which will 
contribute to how the district is shaped over the next 15 years or more. Great Canfield Parish Councils is 
encouraging all residents to ‘Have Your Say’ in this important process. The Local Plan provides a vision 
and framework for addressing the housing, economic and infrastructure needs of the district for years to 
come, including where proposals will be located and what they will look like. 
 

Please see this link for further information including details on how to respond to the consultation, 
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/consultation-and-the-community-stakeholder-forum or please contact the 
Parish Clerk for further information. 
 

Planning Appeal Land North of Canfield Drive for up to 80 Homes 
 

A property development company, Village Developments has appealed against Uttlesford’s decision to 
refuse planning for up to 80 homes on land north of Canfield Drive; this application was refused by officers 
and did not go to the Planning Committee for consideration.  
 

The site is 4.42ha and is the field on the opposite side of Canfield Road to the Gladman site which was 
8.2ha and dismissed by the Planning Inspector in 2019. It is south of the Flitch Way and north of Canfield 
Drive. 
 

The planning appeal will be a public hearing starting on 3 February scheduled for 2 days, At this stage we 
do not have information to confirm whether the meeting will be held virtually or in person and once this 
information is received residents will be updated via email and the village website. 
 

On this occasion the Parish Councils are not in a position to take out Rule 6 status given this is a very 
expensive and time-consuming process. The various Parish Councils, local groups and residents who 
contributed to the Gladman appeal have submitted additional statements as part of this appeal process, 
and Great Canfield Parish Council has used some of the evidence that formed part of the Gladman Appeal. 
It is hoped the Parish Council, residents and other interested groups will be able to address the inspector as 
part of the process and information will be forwarded on how you can help as we approach the appeal date.  
 

Information can be found about the appeal site on the Uttlesford website, search for UTT/18/3538/OP or 
check the planning appeal website for information, the appeal reference is APP/C1570/W/20/3257122. 
 

Planning Appeal Stansted Airport 
 

The appeal by Manchester Airport Group (MAGs) against Uttlesford’s decision to refused planning for 
‘Airfield works comprising two new taxiway links to the existing runway (a Rapid Access Taxiway and a 
Rapid Exit Taxiway), six additional remote aircraft stands (adjacent Yankee taxiway); and three additional 
aircraft stands (extension of the Echo Apron) to enable combined airfield operations of 274,000 aircraft 
movements (of which not more than 16,000 movements would be Cargo Air Transport Movements (CATM)) 
and a throughput of 43 million terminal passengers, in a 12-month calendar period),’ starts 10 am on 
Tuesday 12 January 2021 and is scheduled to last for several weeks. The exact programme and 
arrangements for the Inquiry are currently under consideration.  
 

An Inquiry website has been established by the Planning Inspectorate, which will include all the latest 
information and documentation  - https://programmeofficers.co.uk/ssairport/  and going forward it will be the 
main source of information for those not attending the inquiry to keep up to date on proceedings. 
 

Stop Stansted Expansion has Rule 6 status and as always will be representing the views of the local 
community. Parish Councils and others will also have the opportunity to speak through pre-booked slots. 
 

http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/new-local-plan
https://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/consultation-and-the-community-stakeholder-forum
https://programmeofficers.co.uk/ssairport/


Other Planning News 
 

The appeal by Hales Farm Ltd, one of the two applicants for the waste depot site at Little Canfield, 
UTT/19/1166/OP has been withdrawn. 
 

Following the decision by the planning inspector to allow the outline application for 5 new homes on land 
south of Canfield Park Cottage, Hope End in March 2019, Uttlesford has now approved the second part of 
the application for remaining matters relating to landscape, scale, layout and appearance. 
 

On 18 November Uttlesford planning committee refused the application for 5 new homes on land adjacent 
to Sandhurst, Hope End. 
 

Other News 
 
A big “Thank You” to all those residents that volunteered for the Autumns 
Village Litter Pick on 21/22 November.  The haul was once again very big, 
in part because COVID restrictions led to the Spring pick being cancelled 
and also, I am sad to say a part of society that simply don’t care for their 
surroundings. 
 

Autumn’s Roll of Honour - The Greenall’s, 
The Snells, The Jenkins, The Barlows, The Mainwarings, The Coopers, The 
Knights, The Clacks, The Drakes, The Jackmans, The Turners, The 
Pleasances, The Jewells, The Southgates and The Donalds. 
 

Also, thanks to those who volunteered that we didn’t have room for, we will 
be having another pick in March, and to those residents who regularly pick 
up litter when they are out and about. 
 

Future meetings of Great Canfield Parish Council will continue on the second Monday of the month at 8pm 
and until further notice will take place via Zoom. The link for each meeting is published with the agenda on 

the village website, www.greatcanfield.org.uk/parish-council.html 
 

Monday 14th December 2020 
Monday 11th January 2021 
Monday 8th February 2021 

 
 

A census has taken place in England every ten years since 1801 (with the 
exception of 1941). A census gathers information about our society so that 
appropriate services can be put in place for everyone to enjoy now and in the 
future. 
 
Fans of TV programmes such as “Who Do You Think You Are” will know the 

value of historic census data to family historians and genealogists, but data from the census impacts our lives 
every day, often without us even realising it. 
 
Did you know that water companies use census data to anticipate peak water demand? Or that the NHS uses 
census data to plan a wide range of services such as hospitals and GP surgeries, mobile chiropodists and home 
support? Everything from schools to care home places are planned using census data to make sure that the 
needs of all age groups are met. 
 
Every aspect of our lives is impacted by the census, so it is vital that everyone participates to ensure the best 
possible understanding of the structure and needs of our society. 
 
By taking part, you can make sure that your community is represented and gets its share of public and other 
funding to ensure the provision of services now and in the future. 
 
The next census official census date is Sunday 21st March 2021, but Census 2021 will be the first time that 
everyone will be able to complete the census online at any time from the beginning of March 2021. 
 

 

http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/parish-council.html


You will receive a letter with your unique access code and will be able to complete the census online using any 
device. 
 
Help will be available if you need it by phone, email or text. You will also be able to use webchat or social media 
or drop into a Covid-compliant Census Support Centre. Guidance will be available in a range of languages and 
accessible formats, and the paper option will still be available if needed. 
 
The census is run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) which operates completely independently of 
government and of any private sector interests. 
 
All information submitted for the census is stored securely and anonymised. No personal data is ever sold nor is 
it shared with any other government department.  
 
Information from the census is only released after 100 years when your descendants may be tracing their own 
family history. 
 
Please make sure that you support your community by participating in Census 2021. For more information go to 
https://census.gov.uk/ or on social media @Census 2021 
 

News from Geof and Neil, Uttlesford District Cllrs 
 
It has been a very challenging year for all, we both hope everyone is safe and 
well and managing to navigate these very difficult times in the best way 
possible. 
 
For those who are looking for funds to help with a local project in your Parish, 
why not drop either of us an email and see if you meet the criteria to receive a 
small allocation of the ‘New Homes’ bonus, which as Ward councillors we 
have available to distribute. 

 

Local Plan and consultation updates – see notice earlier in this newsletter. May we encourage you all to have a 
look at the Uttlesford website and/or social media channels where you will find key dates and details on how you 
can take part in the process. Everyone with an interest in the local plan is encouraged to sign up for regular news 
and updates by subscribing to the council’s e-newsletter service, at www.uttlesford.gov.uk/keepmeposted  
 

Can Uttlesford give you a helping hand? The Council are urging voluntary and charitable organisations in 
Uttlesford to apply for funding to help with their costs in providing services to local communities. Last year, 
Uttlesford District Council handed out £330,000 through its Voluntary Sector Provider Contribution Fund scheme. 
It has now re-launched the scheme for 2021/22 and has opened the process for new applications. Awards will 
only be made to registered charities whose work fits with the council’s own corporate plan priorities, details  of 
which can be found on its website: www.uttlesford.gov.uk/corporate-plan The grant is for revenue expenditure 
only and cannot be used towards capital projects such as refurbishment of buildings. The closing date for 
applications is midday on Friday 15 January 2021. An application form can be downloaded from the council 
website or for further information contact Sue Hayden, Community Development Officer, on 01799 510563 or 
shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk. The Voluntary Sector Provider Grant scheme is in addition to the various grants 
schemes distributed by the council – these include the community project, leisure and cultural, sports projects, 
and ward member grants. For more information, visit www.uttlesford.gov.uk/communitygrants  
 

Think Safe – Stay Safe. A breakdown of Covid-19 data is available on the county council website: 
www.essex.gov.uk/local-outbreak-control-plan. It was confirmed recently that Essex is in the leading pack for 
mass testing roll-out, with 10,000 tests per week initially, rising to 10% of the population (almost 150,000) in the 
near future. Planning for this is underway, although it is not yet clear what role Uttlesford will have to play. We 
hope to be in a position to provide more information soon. 
 

The Uttlesford Community Response Hub continues to help people in the community who need it, particularly 
those who are finding themselves having to return to self-isolation. Their number 03333 408 218 is available 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 4pm.Alternatively, email:  communityresponse@uttlesford.gov.uk. 
 

Face to face surgeries are still not allowed and are still suspended for the foreseeable future, owing to the 
COVID 19 restrictions. However, do not forget that you can contact Neil and I through our email addresses listed 
below. 
 

cllrdriscoll@uttlesford.gov.uk or cllrreeve@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 

https://census.gov.uk/
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/keepmeposted
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/corporate-plan
mailto:shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/communitygrants
http://www.essex.gov.uk/local-outbreak-control-plan
mailto:communityresponse@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:cllrdriscoll@uttlesford.gov.uk
mailto:cllrreeve@uttlesford.gov.uk


A report from your Essex County Councillor Susan Barker  
 

Dear Residents 
 

It is another drab day in mid-November in lockdown. My only outing this 
week has been to the socially distanced Farmers Market in High Easter 
where I stocked up on their excellent pork and looked at their Christmas 
offering, including the option of half turkeys! 

 

I took the opportunity for a short car ride to look at the newly re-surfaced Dunmow High Street and some 
highways issues reported to me. It is always easier to report something when you have seen it first-hand. 
 

The rain over the last few weeks has caused flooding in a number of areas across my division but I am 
delighted to say that Highways will be revisiting High Easter in early December to jet the drains in the Street 
yet again and discuss the resolution to this problem. They will also be visiting Bellhouse Villas where there 
is a long-standing issue. In Little Canfield and in Hatfield Heath there are further outstanding problems.  
Flooding can be a blocked Highways drain but it can also be lack of maintenance of an adjacent ditch or 
drain that is in private ownership and Taxpayers’ money should not be funding these works. My ditch luckily 
is between fields rather than adjacent to the highway! 
 

Along with other retail outlets Essex Libraries have closed for book borrowing but you can of course join 
and borrow free of charge from the Library service. There are e books, e audio as well as magazines, 
papers and comics, see box below for further information. When we re-open in December we hope to have 
almost all Libraries open until 7 p.m. one evening a week. 
 

I have now spent all of my County Council grant pot of £10,000 giving to High Easter towards a new 
playground, Great Hallingbury for Beekeeping equipment, Hatfield Broad Oak for a Petanque space and a 
Covid help group, Great Canfield towards Village sign repairs, Hatfield Heath towards the War Memorial 
upgrade and dry rot in the URC, Takeley for works to the Football pitch and a Hearing Loop for the Church, 
High Roding for village sign repairs, Rodings primary for outdoor space improvements, Barnston for 
curtains in the Village Hall, Dunmow towards publication of a newsletter and Little Canfield for seats and 
cycle maps for the Flitch Way. 
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families and Friends a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 
New Year. 
 

If there are any queries that you think I can help with, please do contact me. 
Susan Barker 
Cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk, or 01245 231250 
 

You can access thousands of e-books and e-audio completely free of 
charge through our e-books system Borrowbox. There are no overdue 
charges; items will be automatically returned at the end of the three week 
loan period. Have a look at the range of best sellers, popular fiction and 

non-fiction available - new titles are added regularly. 

Please see this link for details, https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/e-books-e-

audio-e-magazines-and-book-groups/e-books-and-e-audio/ 

 

https://uttlesford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/ has plenty of information on 
help that is available, and ways in which you can donate to support 
individuals and families across our local communities who are struggling 
at this time. 

 

    Volunteer in your local community! 
 

To find out more about how you can help and what opportunities are 
available post Covid, please see the website 
https://volunteeruttlesford.org.uk/ 

 

 

mailto:Cllr.susan.barker@essex.gov.uk
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GREAT CANFIELD VILLAGE HALL 
 

Update from Great Canfield Parish Council 
 

On 1 November 2020 the Parish Council signed a new lease with Great Canfield Parochial Church Council to 
become the ‘tenants’ of the village hall for the next 7 years, taking over from Canfield Community Trust. The 
Parish Council is very grateful to the Community Trust and the Parochial Church Council for their help in 
negotiations to confirm the details in the new lease. 
 

The existing village hall committee will continue to manage the hall as they have been doing with the 
additional requirement of providing a report to the Parish Council at its monthly meetings. Behind the scenes 
the village hall accounts will be incorporated within Parish Council accounts and subject to Parish Council 
legislation. The rent, insurance and other costs will be met from hiring the hall and fundraising events and it is 
not anticipated there will be a need to supplement income from precept. 
 

At the Parish Council meeting in October, Cllr Mackley reported, ‘this is an important step in the plan which 
began 14 years ago to support the use of the village hall as a community asset and to secure its future;’. He 
went on to confirm he is delighted the Parish Council is now in a position to continue that security. Cllr 
Mackley thanked the Community Trust and village hall committee for all their efforts in getting us to this 
stage, the hall is in excellent condition, is well funded and the committee has and will continue to provide 
excellent social opportunities for the community to come together. 

Allison Ward – Clerk to Great Canfield Parish Council 
 

Update from Great Canfield Community Trust 
 

The Trust has its origin in the Anti-Airport Expansion Group and The Canfield Society and was established 
some 12 years ago as a Village Charity with the prime objective of securing the Village Hall as an on-going 
asset for Great Canfield. Justification was provided by 3 questions in the Village Design Statement 
Questionnaire with answers confirming support for this cause.  
 

Discussions with the Parochial Church Council from 2008 eventually led to a 7-year lease on the Hall which 
expired in October. During this time the Trust’s Management Committee have sought groups to rent the Hall 
and have held many events to raise money to redecorate and to upgrade the Hall’s facilities. Their efforts 
have left the Trust with a healthy financial position which will be used as a charitable fund for Great Canfield 
and especially to support the Parish Council with grants should they be needed in connection with the current 
lease. 

Jon Sams – Trustee Canfield Community Trust 
 

Update from Village hall committee 
 

It is a huge shame that we are unable to arrange any community events in the hall during the current COVID-
19 pandemic. We had so many events planned for this year that have unfortunately not been able to take 
place. 
 

So, we are now looking to push forward with our plans to re-decorate the interior and make good some minor 
repairs. The new heating system and lighting have been installed and are operating well. New pictures have 
been put up with various images taken of the surrounding area and village. These pictures have really helped 
brighten up the hall. We also have plans to replace the entrance hall carpet following the completion of the 
decorating. 
 

The hall should then be all set up and ready and looking its best for when events can happen again. We are 
really looking forward to holding a good series of events to help bring our community together again as soon 
as we can. 
 

The hall is a great asset for our community and will be available to hire in the future for all types of events. 
The hall committee is run by a group of volunteers and we are always looking for new members that can offer 
support and ideas. 

Jason Asser – Chairman Village Hall Committee 

 



Many thanks to everyone in the village who was able to 
contribute to the Royal British Legion’s poppy appeal under 
this year’s unusual conditions. For the first time in decades 
we were not permitted to collect door to door. Instead two 
manned collection posts were set up in Green Street and 
Bacon End on 24th October. In addition, for two weeks poppy 
materials from the Royal British Legion were made available 
in the porch of St Mary’s Church alongside suggestions on 
how to contribute - but without collection boxes. Hence 
there’s no record of this year’s contributions to set against last 
year’s £871, but the manned posts in Green Street and 
Bacon End were generously supported during their two and a 
quarter hour vigil and collected a total of £267. 
 
Congratulations to all those in the village who displayed 
poppies, wreaths and sashes in an inspiring show of support. 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 Puppy Socialisation Parties  

£20 for 4 sessions 

plus 10% discount off  the next course! 
 

8 week obedience courses lead by qualified 

instructors 

121 Sessions also available 
 

Covid-19 Compliant small classes. 

BOOKING NOW 

Follow My Lead Dog Training 
Based in Great Canfield 

 

Tel: 01279 879684 
Enquiries: info@followmylead-dogtraining.co.uk 

 



 

                     HIGH RODING & GREAT CANFIELD WI 
 

For our September Meeting to comply with the Charity Commissioners request we held our Annual 
Meeting in a member’s garden, as at that time up to 30 members were allowed to meet in a 
suitable outside space. The usual formalities were dealt with and the committee all agreed to carry 
on at this time. We then enjoyed a cup of tea and some cake and a great deal of talk as we had 
not seen much of each other during the past months. 
 

Members enjoyed a virtual meeting in October when they had two minutes to show and talk about 
a favourite item that is special to them.  This proved extremely interesting with many different items 
and interests shown and spoken about.   We started with a nodding sunflower ornament which had 
belonged to one of our late members and was now very special to a member.  Other choice items 
were the love of books, one of which was an 1834 Bible containing pressed flowers and family 
information, a member showed her latest made pottery jug, and another showed us her latest 
painting.   A different item was a hole punch which came from a member’s childhood home and 
was still in good working order. Dolls were special, one of which was given to a member by her 
aunt on her wedding day and her bridesmaids were also given dolls dressed in wedding clothes. 
To conclude the meeting a member gave us a little test to name pre decimal coins that she had 
kept.  A very entertaining and pleasant time was had by all. 
 

Our November virtual meeting was a fascinating talk by our beekeeping member Carole.  Her talk 
was entitled “Ten amazing facts about bees” but we all counted many more than ten facts that she 
informed us of!  We learned that bees have been around for at least 10,000 years and that there 
are over 250 species of them, and they are the only insects that produce food for us to eat. Carole 
explained about the lives of the bees, the queens, the workers the drones and how some are good 
for producing the honey and those who are not.  We all found her whole talk was fascinating, with 
members asking questions and making comments. An excellent and informative talk enjoyed by us 
all. 
 

We are all looking forward to meeting together again in our Hall but the way the pandemic and 
lockdown is going it will not be happening just yet. 
 

We wish everyone a Peaceful Christmas and let’s look forward to a better New Year 2021 
Margaret Stevenson 

 

 

General garden help wanted in Great Canfield 
Weeding, digging, mowing etc. Year round 

3-4 hours per week. 
 

Please ring or text 07831 386261 



 

Colchester Brewery situated in Wakes Colne near 
Colchester are doing free deliveries to the following 

postcodes every Friday  
CM77 - Braintree 
CM7 – Braintree 
CM6 – Dunmow 

CM22 – Bishops Stortford 
CM24 – Stansted Mountfitchet 

Minimum order value is £33 
 

 
 
 
 

Beers are available in bottles 
5 litre mini kegs and 10 litre bag in boxes 

Please visit our website at 
www.colchesterbrewery.com 

to see what beers we have available. 
You can place your order simply by giving us a call 

on 01787 829422 or email us on 
sales@colchesterbrewery.com 

                                         

  

http://www.colchesterbrewery.com/
mailto:sales@colchesterbrewery.com


 

 
CRICKET CLUB 

 
 
As you can imagine we had the Cricket season cut short significantly by the current situation.  
Matches eventually started in July and carried on every week through to the end of September.  
We also played some midweek matches as well. 
 
This year we managed to introduce several younger players into the team to go along side the 
older heads.  The Warnes family being regular fixtures it certainly gave a few selection 
headaches!!! Amongst many notable performances Ben Jewells 100 was the standout one 
although John Priest has claimed to have won the batting averages prize.  This has led to 
demands for a recount and also suggestions of malpractice in the tallying up!.... 
 
We have also been busy on the ground.  The perimeter fence has been renewed hopefully this will 
mean less of the opposition losing our balls! As well as this the area around the pavilion is being 
landscaped and earlier in the summer a fresh container was purchased.  Only for a branch to drop 
off of a chestnut tree and dent it on the roof 3 days before the said branch was to be trimmed! 
 
Sadly, this year’s tour to Norfolk had to be cancelled, fingers crossed next seasons one will still go 
ahead as its our first foray to foreign fields as we are touring Nantes in Western France…. Looking 
forward to that anyway. 
 
If you are new or old to the village and fancy a game, please feel free to pop in next year.  We 
have regular barbeques and there’s always a decent beer on offer. 

Jonathan Clarke 

 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 
WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED 

TO THE NEWSLETTER 
MUCH APPRECIATED 

MERRY XMAS AND HERE’S TO 2021 
STAY SAFE 

 

 

GREAT CANFIELD TODDLER GROUP 
 

Hello everyone, we hope you are all keeping well and attempting to find some normality 
in the ever changing Covid-19 situation.  We are missing our Wednesday meet ups and 
seeing you all.  We will hopefully be able to open our doors again in the New Year.  
Thinking of you all. 

If you would be interested in running the playgroup, once restrictions allow, 
please contact Michelle Tubby on 07733 267987 



GT. CANFIELD HAPPY CIRCLE OUTING TO HAMPTON COURT PALACE 
19TH. AUGUST 2010 

Close by the meads forever crown’d with flowers, 
Where Thames with pride surveys his rising towers, 

There stands a structure of majestic frame 
Which from the neighb’ring Hampton takes its name… 

 
Do we take umbrellas or not? This was the main concern of the day since other than the threat of 
heavy showers, everyone was looking forward to the day with great anticipation. 

 

 
After an earlier than usual start we made very good time on the first 
leg of the journey arriving at Chertsey Lock with time to spare before 
boarding the boat to Richmond. A comfortable amount of time to 
have a mid-morning break – some folk opting to conserve their 
energy and others stretching their legs and enjoying a coffee or tea at 
the nearby Bridge Hotel. 

Unfortunately, there was a further wait of forty minutes before “The New Queen of the Thames” 
arrived for the river trip. Once settled on board it was ‘full steam ahead’ (allowing for locks and a 
river speed limit of 5mph!). 
 
On a slightly overcast day, the welcome glimpses of sun enhanced the feeling of relaxation as we 
admired the views on the riverbanks. At first, we passed through meadowlands with cows grazing 
close-by. A towpath ran alongside houseboats with well-tended roof-gardens. During this river trip 
the crew negotiated three locks, each lock dropping the boat by about 7ft. The first of these was 
Shepperton Lock and once through was a quiet stretch of river with overhanging willow trees. 
Before arriving at Walton-on-Thames we avoided a looping bend in the river by going along the 
Desborough Cut taking us towards Weybridge with its very grand riverside properties. We soon 
came to Sunbury weir and the second lock. The last lock was Molesey Lock after which Hampton 
Court Bridge was in sight. After disembarking a little effort was called for to walk up the steps to 
road level and then over the bridge in order to enter Hampton Court estate by Trophy Gate. Entry 
tickets were bought and distributed to all. Since we were still behind schedule, we all made a 
beeline to the cafeteria where we were able to get sustenance for the forthcoming exploration of 
the palace and gardens! The cafeteria is sited on the old Tiltyard where Henry V111 would watch 
the spectacle of jousting tournaments. Hampton Court Palace is certainly visitor-friendly in as 
much that a free map is offered to visitors showing several different routes which can be followed 
depending on the amount of time one has to pleasurably fill. Of necessity, each of us had to be 
selective in our choice of routes owing to our unavoidable foreshortened visit. One route easily 
reached was King Henry the eighth’s kitchens. One was transported back in time with the realistic 
display together with the sounds and smells of the preparation and cooking of foods. The butchery 
room was the first exhibit showing large joints of meat either to be roasted whole or to be cut 
smaller ready to be used as pie fillings. On climbing a few steps there was a vast stew-pot, from 
which wafted an easily recognisable aroma of simmering meat and vegetables. The next two 
rooms were reserved for the preparation of vegetables and where many of the pots and pans were 
kept. One couldn’t help but notice the huge size of the saucepans and especially one brass soup 
cauldron. Following on from here was the bakery with its bread ovens. Within the length of 100yds. 
there were seven roasting fireplaces, some with adjustable spits and hanging hooks. Finally, the 
kitchens led on towards the wine cellar. It was full of vats of ale and barrels of wine and the sound 
of the victualler at work made the semi dark cellar seem very real. 
 
The Chapel Royal is a part of the ecclesiastical Household of the Queen. The Eucharist is 
celebrated every Sunday and weekday of the year at 8.30am., and the Offices of Matins and 
Evensong are recited daily in the Lady Chapel in the Holy Day Closet. Generally, a choir sings 
twice each Sunday omitting the busy summer season, the end of July through to the beginning of 
September. The chapel was originally built for Cardinal Thomas Wolsey in 1514 but was enlarged 



and embellished for King Henry V111 in 1535. Of note is the ornate ceiling. A pendant-vaulted 
ceiling carved out of oak from Windsor Forest and painted by hand in the blue colour known as 
‘byse’ and decorated with gold leaf. 
 
Also, of interest is the fact that beneath the altar lies the buried heart of Queen Jane Seymour who 
died after the birth of her son (later King Edward V1) in 1537. Her body lay in state here and was 
buried in St George’s Chapel, Windsor, three weeks later. 
 
Walking through the Fountain Court and out of the East Gate a lovely vista of the Great Fountain 
Garden opens up. With tree-lined carriage drives radiating out from the palace and the Jubilee 
Fountain ahead the garden is very impressive. Walking to the south side of the palace are more 
formal gardens to explore. The Privy Garden, the Knot Garden, the Pond Gardens and the Lower 
Orangery Garden were all created during the reign of King William 111 and Queen Mary 11 
circa.1700. They have been faithfully restored to appear as they would have been in the 1700s, 
with the exception of the Pond Gardens which were originally ornamental fishponds but today are 
planted with colourful summer flowers. Fast forward a few years to the reign of George 111 and 
in1768 a cutting was taken (by ‘Capability Brown’) of the Black Hamburg vine then growing at 
Valentines near Wanstead, Essex. This has since grown into the famous Great Vine at Hampton 
Court still flourishing and producing around five or six hundred bunches in late summer. These can 
be bought at the garden shop. 
 
It was a little disappointing that the Royal Tennis Court could not be visited on this occasion 
because renovation was being carried out. Real tennis at this court has been played since the 
reign of Henry V111 through to the reign of Queen Victoria. Maybe we can visit that another time! 
In fact, much of the palace would have to wait until another time since there is so much to see 
requiring more time and more energy. Other route guides to be followed were to the apartments of 
Henry V111, William 111, Mary 11 and the Georgian Private apartments. Also, Young Henry 
V111’s Story and Mantegna’s Triumphs of Caesar. 
 
To the north side of the palace are The Wilderness and The Maze. The wilderness is a more 
structured garden than the name suggests planted with yews, box and hollies and is of a 
geometrical design. The Maze is another well-known feature of Hampton Court and has stood near 
Lion Gate since 1714. 
 
Finally, after a well-earned cup of tea and a piece of cake it was time to make our way back to the 
main entrance to get on the coach and enjoy a restful journey home. It had been a long day but, 
no, we hadn’t needed our umbrellas!! 

Liz Pickford 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ADVERTISING 
 

If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter 
please e-mail Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk 

The cost is £5.00 per advert. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Deadline for the SPRING Newsletter is 20 February 2021 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

mailto:Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

BOOK 
CLUB 

 
 

 

The last three months have been a difficult time for the Book Club with Covid 19 restrictions, but 
we are not alone in that.  The September meeting was held outside in lovely weather, the October 
one inside with the numbers down to just 5, while by November we had returned to Zoom.  So, 
although it has been different, we have managed to keep going. 
 
Our September read was Still Life by Louise Penny a Canadian author.  A detective novel and the 
first in a series.  Mostly enjoyed and felt to be an easy read but some members thought it was 
reminiscent of Midsomer Murders in that an awful lot of bad things happened in a very small place!  
It did give a very good picture of the Quebec countryside which was unknown to most of us. 
 
October saw us venture into the natural world with Meadowland by John Lewis-Stempel.  
Everybody enjoyed this book to a greater or lesser extent, for some there was rather too much 
detail and information while for others this was the delight of the book.  It was the story of the 
natural world on a small farm on the Welsh border in Herefordshire observed by the author with 
incredible patience and fortitude. 
 
At our November zoom meeting we discussed The Library Book by Susan Orleans.  This told the 
story of the fire which destroyed the Los Angeles Public Library in 1986.  Was it arson or 
accidental?  A fascinating story which some found too long for their liking.  It was a book constantly 
digressing which made it quite difficult to keep the thread of what was happening but on the whole 
the comments were more positive than negative. 

Catherine Cook 

A Poem by former Great Canfield Resident, Irene Elliott. 
Read at her interment of ashes and shared here with the kind permission of her family. 
 
Lord I cannot see you 
And yet I know you’re there 
I only have to look around 
And I see you everywhere 
When I wake at Morning 
And the birds are on the wing 
I listen to their voices 
As they start to sing 
That is when I see you 
I see you everywhere 
Looking from a mountain top 
The fine array below 
That is when I see 
That is when I know 
Looking from my window 
I see the stars at night 
And when the moon joins the stars 
That is when you come in sight 
And so I start my daily morn 
With this little prayer 
Although I cannot see you 
I know that you are there. 
  

 



GREAT CANFIELD CARPET BOWLS CLUB  
STILL UNBEATEN! 
 
We are finding invincibility very boring. Much rather share the love with others. 
 
Priors Green WAS open then it wasn’t. At the moment it will be open again on 3rd 
December, but I wouldn’t mind betting it won’t. 
Trouble is, everything we use is used by everyone when we play. 
This means we would have to constantly sanitise all our equipment. 
Then there’s Social Distancing. 
 
Carpet Bowls is a constantly moving, high energy, slow-motion game full of incident 
and controversy. Difficult to enact with a 2-metre exclusion zone around everyone. 
Of course, during this time of enforced inactivity I have no doubt that our players will 
be engaging in many innovative ways to maintain peak perfection of timing, finely 
honed judgement and a razor-sharp competitive edge. I myself am using ground-
breaking techniques: 
 

1. Timing.  On the loo when the tea-towel is due. 
2. Judgement. Tea bag tossing. Not easy tossing a dry tea bag into a mug from a 

socially distanced 2 metres. 
3. Competitive. Beating ‘Er Indoors to the last Jaffa Cake.  

 
Hang on! The stress has clearly got to me.  Normally I start off by wittering on about 
the weather or some such nonsense.  There has already been more chat about 
Carpet Bowls and there hasn’t been any. You might think this isn’t really me, but a 
ghost writer who’s cheaper than I am. Let me tell you NO-ONE is cheaper than me. 
 
Oh, no! I’m running out of space. No room for waffle. 
 
NOW you know it’s me! 
 

If the New Normal stays as the old 
we will return to:      Priors Green Community Hall 

      Bennet Canfield 
    Little Canfield 
     DUNMOW 
      CM6 1YE 

 
Contact David Turner on: 01279-870620 or 07803-848681  
Leave a message if I’m on the loo. 

 

 

 



10 GREEN PARISHES BEING SUSTAINABLE 
 
Our group founder, Claire Knight, has been busy finding a wealth of online resources and guides 
on how we can all become more sustainable. As we are spending more time at home now, I was 
particularly interested in learning about how I could make sustainable changes in our day to day 
lives. I was lucky enough to register for two really insightful webinars, a summary of which I am 
sharing with you in the hope of spreading the message that sustainable changes can be easily 
achieved and can make a world of difference! 

what you should and more importantly should not 

put in your bin (highlighted in a very helpful poster 

I’ve included with this article for you) and how to maintain your bin -    layering is key with a 50/50 

balance of ‘green’ and ‘brown’ materials and lots of mixing of the materials in the bin with a garden 

fork to create air and help generate heat. As a complete composting newbie, I feel excited to get 

started and see if I can reduce our household waste and avoid buying compost next year! I’ll let 

you know how I get on…… 

 

If you would like more advice on composting head to 

https://www.loveessex.org/news-and-ideas/try-composting-at-home/ where 

you can also find details about subsidised compost bins available to buy.  

Love Essex ‘How to Compost’ 

David Church presented a really 

engaging webinar on behalf of Love 

Essex all about composting! David 

highlighted the benefits of composting, 

with a focus on the reduction of harmful 

greenhouses gases, which in turn helps 

to reduce climate change, and a 

reduction of your own household waste. 

In addition, composting is easy to do with 

no ongoing costs and, if done correctly, 

results in the production of your own soil 

improver which will save you money! 

Composting also supports local wildlife, 

insects and micro-organisms in 

particular, as well as supporting your 

own mental and physical health by 

encouraging you to get outside and in to 

the garden. Advice was provided on the 

ideal set up for your compost bin (a spot 

that will get some sun, on a level surface 

and with the bin placed directly on to 

bare soil),  

 
 

https://www.loveessex.org/news-and-ideas/try-composting-at-home/


The key points to take away from the webinar were to take action and consume less. It is not about buying all the 
gear we are told we need to be eco-friendly, but actually looking at our habits and finding sustainable changes that are 
achievable and work for us in our lives. One popular example that was shared was to have an ‘Eat Me First’ box or 
shelf in your fridge to remind household members to consume food that needs eating up first, rather than it getting lost 
in the fridge and going off before being eaten. This seems like such a simple and effective way of trying to minimise 
your household food waste and doesn’t involve having to buy anything to achieve it!  

Jen’s top tips for being sustainable were as follows: 

• Start with thinking about why you want to be more sustainable, remember your motivation  

• Pick one (baby) step at a time 

• Aim for progress not perfection 

• Write it down and make a plan 

• Have some clear goals 

• Set some deadlines 

• Keep a ‘ta-da’ list of your achievements  

• Find a support network to keep you going (10 Green Parishes have a fantastic Facebook group which you can join!) 

Jen also shared a poster which describes five easy ways to save the planet from your sofa! I have shared it with you in 

case there are any ideas on there you fancy trying.  

I will try and share my ta-da list with you next time, please do send in any of your own sustainable ideas that you 

would like to share, and we can print those too!        Jenny Juttner 

Jen Gale How to be Sustainable(ish) 

when you’re knackered 

As a mum to two young children the 

title of this webinar appealed directly 

to how I feel about trying to be more 

sustainable. Much was said about 

David Attenborough’s ‘Extinction: The 

Facts’ documentary, which aired on 

BBC One recently, and the shared 

motivation to try and make 

sustainable changes for the sake of 

our children and their futures, as well 

as our own. That can all seem very 

overwhelming though and it is easy to 

feel as though our own personal 

efforts are nothing but a drop in a very 

large ocean. The focus of this webinar 

was therefore progress not 

perfection, set against some facts 

which demonstrate that actually our 

own individual actions have the ability 

to make an ocean of change. I was 

surprised to learn that the average UK 

person consumes four times the 

resources of the average person in 

India, that 60% of global greenhouse 

emissions are the result of household 

consumption and that 50% of food 

waste occurs in the home. It became 

clear that no change is too small.  
 

 

   



HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

 

With Christmas just around the corner we are thinking of calling friends and family but not, I 
suspect, from a red telephone box. They have largely become obsolete because of the 
proliferation of mobile phones and, especially since the start of the pandemic, the growing 
popularity of online services such as Zoom and Teams. 
 

In 1924 the Royal Fine Art Commission invited three architects to submit designs for new 
telephone kiosks. The winner was Sir Giles Gilbert Scott who also designed Battersea Power 
Station and Liverpool Cathedral where he is buried. Somewhat confusingly, Scott was the 
grandson of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott who we mentioned in September’s mailing as the designer of 
workhouses and St Pancras Station.  
 

In 1924, the younger Scott was a trustee of Sir John Soane’s Museum and he topped his kiosk 
with a dome similar to that on the mausoleum which Soane had designed for himself – in Old St 
Pancras churchyard and now with a Grade I-listing. The new telephone kiosk was produced in cast 
iron as GPO model K2, replacing the K1 concrete kiosk. 
 

Later designs had a similar appearance. The most common, the somewhat shorter, lighter and 
cheaper K6, was introduced for King George V’s silver jubilee in 1935. Around 50,000 K6s were 
installed around the UK. 
 

The colour red was chosen to make them easy to spot, although Scott had suggested silver. 
These robust and iconic survivors of the 20th century, found in almost every town and village, are 
worth preserving. At the last count, 51 within the Hundred Parishes had been listed. 
 

Most red phone boxes have now been decommissioned although a few, like the one in Anstey, still 
operate as a pay phone. Many villages have used their box to house a defibrillator; others have 
inventively turned them into informal book exchanges and information points. The one in Berden 
serves two purposes: defibrillator and lost property box. 
 

Some villages have been even more imaginative: the box in Standon has been transformed into a 
greenhouse full of colourful plants. 
 

With Christmas in mind, the Society still has a limited supply of its book The Hundred Parishes: An 
Introduction. Copies will hopefully be available again soon from tourist information centres and 
good book shops when they reopen, or by arrangement with me – 01279 813226. 
 

We continue to add new walk descriptions to the website although we still have some way to go 
before there is some coverage of every parish. We hope you will find time to try out another one 
soon. And please introduce your family to them. 
 

Ken McDonald, Secretary 
 

If you are looking for something to read check 
out the Great Canfield phone box at Hellmans 
Cross. 
 

It was one of the first boxes to be adopted by 
Parish Councils in the BT, ‘adopt-a-kiosk’ 
scheme and has been the responsibility of the 
Great Canfield Parish Council for the last 10 
years.  
 

The box is home to a free book exchange and 
at the moment also has face masks on offer.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ACTION FRAUD WARNS OF RISE IN INVESTMENT FRAUD AS WE ENTER 2ND LOCKDOWN 

Action Fraud is informing the public of how to protect themselves from investment fraud, after 
reports spiked following the first national lockdown caused by the coronavirus outbreak. 
Pauline Smith, Head of Action Fraud, said: “The coronavirus outbreak sadly led to many people 
losing their job or having to manage with a lower income than they were used to. It has also 
caused a shake up in the economy in general, with interest rates falling, in a similar way to the 
financial crisis of 2008. All of these factors provide criminals with the opportunity to attract more 
people with their fraudulent investment schemes.” 
 
How to protect yourself from investment fraud: 
• Be suspicious if you are contacted out the blue about an investment opportunity. This could be 
via a cold-call, an e-mail or an approach on social media. 
• Don’t be rushed into making an investment. No legitimate organisation will pressure you into 
making a transaction, or committing to something on the spot. Take time to do your research. 
• Seek advice from trusted friends, family members or independent professional advice services 
before making a significant financial decision. Even genuine investment schemes can be high risk. 
• Use a financial advisor accredited by the Financial Conduct Authority. Paying for professional 
advice may seem like an unnecessary expense, but it will help prevent you from being scammed. 
• Use the Financial Conduct Authority’s register to check if a company is regulated. 
 
If you deal with a firm or individual that isn’t regulated, you may not be able to get your money 
back if something goes wrong and its more likely to be a scam.  Just because a company has a 
glossy website and glowing reviews from ‘high net worth’ investors does not mean it is genuine – 
fraudsters will go to great lengths to convince you they are not a scam. 
 

Remember, if something sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 
 
If you have any concerns about reporting to the police, you can contact the independent crime-
fighting charity Crimestoppers who offer a secure 24/7 service, for information about domestic 
abuse or any other crime.  
All information given to Crimestoppers is anonymous via  0800 555 111 or can be contacted 
anonymously at crimestoppers-uk.org online, and is passed to the police.   
 
The only way anybody will know you contacted Crimestoppers is if you tell somebody. 
 
Crimestoppers is not an emergency service, so it is important to contact the police 
immediately on 999 in an emergency. 

Together We Are Stronger 

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH STEERING GROUP 
 
Great Canfield 

David Hummel – davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk 

01371 874884 

Mark Cook – macwhufc@aol.com  01279 879383 
 

 

Support

ed By 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH 
 

 
 

Organisation Name Address Telephone No. 

Priest in charge Rev’d Robert Stone The Rectory, Leaden Roding 07726 719288 

Associate Minister Rev’d Tim Goodbody 
The Rectory, 3 Old Vicarage Close, 
High Easter 

07485 308735 

Church Warden Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Church Warden (Deputy) Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Visitor Access Mrs Jo Donald Rodingbourne, Church End 01371 879197 

Church Contact Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Church Treasurer Mr Tony Hughes Fanns Cottage, Canfield Road 01279 871513 

Organist Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Church Flowers Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Bells Mr Jonathan Clarke Great Canfield Bury Farm  01371 873403 

Book Club Penny Judd Fanns Farm  

Carpet Bowls Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Cricket Club Mr Stuart Hepburn Fitzjohns 01279 871664 

Footpath Rep Mr Chris Easter Griffin Farm 01279 870155 

Neighbourhood Watch Mr David Hummel davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk 01371 874884 

Parish Council Chairman Mr Robert Mackley Foxley, Bacon End 01371 879192 

Parish Council Clerk Ms Allison Ward 
Peartree Cottage, Slough Road, 
High Easter 

01245 231798 

VH Committee Mr Jason Asser TBC  

Village Hall Lettings Gill Vincent 
For bookings and enquiries: 

greatcanfieldhall261@gmail.com  
01279 871421 

WI High Roding & Gt 
Canfield 

Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Newsletter Editor Mrs Alison Clark 1 Warwick Road, Little Canfield 01279 871835 

Newsletter Distributors  Areas of Distribution  

 Mr Peter Smith Ashfields  

 Mrs Jane Mainwaring Bacon End  

 Mrs Mary Clarke Church End  

 Mrs Gill Vincett Green Street  

 Mrs Jill Minton Hope End  

 Mrs Liz Pickford Hope End  

 Mrs Nanette Sargent Marsh Lane  

 Mrs Barbara Hughes Canfield Road  

Website : http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/ 

mailto:greatcanfieldhall261@gmail.com
http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/

