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SIX PARISHES CHURCH SERVICES June to August 2017 
 Aythorpe  

Roding 
Good 
Easter 

Great 
Canfield 

High         
Easter 

High        
Roding 

Margaret 
Roding 

4 June 
9.30am 
BCP MP 

 
11.00am 
BCP HC 

11.00am 
All Age Service 

  

11 June  
11.00am 

All Age Service 
  

11.15am 
BCP HC 

9.30am 
BCP HC 

18 June 
9.30am 
BCP HC 

 
11.00am 

All Age Service  
11.00am 
BCP HC 

  

25 June  
9.30am 
BCP HC 

 
6.30pm 
BCP EP 

11.15am 
Morning Service  

 

2 July 
9.30am 
BCP MP 

 
11.00am 
BCP HC 

11.00am 
All Age Service 

  

9 July  
11.00am 
Baptism 

  
11.15am 

Morning Service 
9.30am 
BCP HC 

16 July 
9.30am 
BCP HC 

 
11.00am 

All Age Service 
11.00am 
Baptism 

  

23 July  
9.30am 
BCP HC 

 
6.30pm 
BCP EP 

11.15am 
Morning Service 

 

30 July    
11.00am 

United Six Parishes 
HC 

  

6 August 
9.30am 
BCP MP 

 
11.00am 
BCP HC 

11.00am 
All Age Service 

  

13 August  
11.00am 

All Age Service 
  

11.15am 
BCP HC 

9.30am 
BCP HC 

20 August 
 

No service in the Six Parishes – All are welcome to join the children from the Ten Parishes Summer Holiday Club at St Martin’s, White Roding at 10am 
 

27 August  
9.30am 
BCP HC 

 
6.30pm 
BCP EP 

11.15am 
Morning Service 

 

You are welcome to attend any of the churches across the six parishes.  Book of Common Prayer 1662 services are indicated by the abbreviation BCP.  
Other abbreviations, HC = Holy Communion, MP = Morning Prayer, EP = Evening Prayer. 



 
 

ST MARY THE VIRGIN GREAT CANFIELD 

 

 
As you are all aware we are without a resident vicar now that Dub Gannon has safely 
arrived in his new parish.  They are all settling into their new house in Tamworth 
Australia (not the one in Staffordshire).  It is a large town and they are living centrally 
and are getting used to having everything on their doorstep.  The children have started 
at their new school which has made a reality of the move from England. Dub started his 
new role just after Easter and they await the arrival of their container. 

 
Therefore, as we no longer have a vicar, we can’t have a Vicar’s Article. 
 
We are now firmly into Interregnum. On 9th May the Parochial Church Council members of the Six 
Parishes together with those from the South Rodings met with the The Right Reverend Roger 
Morris (Bishop of Colchester), The Venerable Robin King (Archdeacon of Stansted) and Reverend 
Cilla Hawkes (Rural Dean) to discuss the Diocese plans for the future of the parishes and 
procedures during the Interregnum. 
 
It is now confirmed that the two areas will be merged into one group of ten parishes with one full-
time vicar.  This will lead to many changes for both groups and inevitably many compromises will 
ensue. 
 
Further meetings will be taking place in the near future to add six and four and make one. A 
mathematical impossibility that must be made into a physical triumph. Watch this space. 
 
This can easily be viewed as a time of trouble. Negative feelings are natural and we never like 
change. It’s in our genes.  We can, however, accept the challenge God has given us with 
enthusiasm and determination and take this opportunity to join together and work for a unified and 
growing community in fellowship and worship.  
 
Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will find the forthcoming services.  One of the challenges we face 
is finding clergy to cover these services during the Interregnum.  The churchwardens are 
committed to retaining the existing pattern of services of one Holy Communion and one other 
(normally Morning Prayer) per month if possible. Our compromise in Great Canfield to help make 
this achievable is to move our services from 10.00am to 11.00am This will enable one visiting vicar 
to cover two services in one morning. There may be occasions where we are unable to find a 
visiting vicar, in which case the service will be morphed into Morning Prayer. 
 
Whilst on the subject of prayer, we should offer a prayer of support for our Administrator Allison 
Ward.  She has been brilliant as usual in managing this manic “hunt the vicar”.  Without her we 
may all go mad. 
 
We have no way of knowing how long the Interregnum will last. All we can say is it will be longer 
than a sunny day and shorter than The Archers (probably). 
 
And finally…….. Request spot.  If you have a favourite hymn that you would like to request for our 
service, please let me know on hartview2@gmail.com and I will fit it in if I can. I will email you the 
service date and you can come along and join in. 
 
“I can do all this through him who gives me strength”. [Philippians 4:13] 
 
David Turner 
Churchwarden 
 

mailto:hartview2@gmail.com


 
 

THE RODINGS U3A 
(and surrounding area) 

 
The May monthly meeting was addressed by Linda Holdaway, accompanied by her husband Neil 
who dealt with the technicalities of showing the illustrative slides. They were there as volunteer 
representatives of the National Gardens Scheme. Members of the scheme are owners of 
beautifully kept private gardens, large and small, which are opened to the public on one or more 
occasions each year to raise money for charity. A few bigger gardens also belong to the scheme 
and donate their takings on one day annually. Linda concentrated on Essex gardens, some of 
which were familiar to our members as past destinations for our Garden Visits Group. Many of us 
were surprised by how much money is donated each year to several well-known charities. In some 
cases the NGS is their biggest donor. It was a well presented and interesting talk, and we enjoyed 
seeing photographs of beautiful gardens. 
 
At the end of April a coach of members visited Lincoln, where they had a guided tour of the 
Cathedral and also the Castle. There is a trip planned in early May to Blickling Hall, a National 
Trust property in Norfolk. Our outings organiser is always searching for new and interesting places 
and theatres productions for us to see. 
 
A group of members from the Church Visiting Group accompanied other members on a study day 
visit to Pleshey, a village of extreme historical interest. Joan Clarke, a RU3A member and resident 
of Pleshey gave a talk on the village and how it is connected with the Magna Carta.  Another 
member, Naunton Pugh, led his fifth walk round 'Quirky Cambridge'.  His familiarity with the city 
has provided him with a great deal of information which he has shared with countless members of 
the RU3A over the years.  
 
The U3A movement is based on members sharing their knowledge and expertise with other 
members. We do not hire tutors or teachers but rely on the enthusiasm of our members to 
contribute what they can to benefit others, either by running interest groups or by organising 
events. Retired people have a life-time of experience which is not wasted when they contribute to 
the life of their U3A! 
 
The Rodings U3A website, which can be accessed by googling The Rodings U3A,contains all 
there is to know about the RU3A.  
 

However you are also welcome to email ru3ainfo@yahoo.co.uk 
or 

telephone Louise Searl on 01277 362043 with any queries. 
 

 
 

 
If you wish to advertise in the Newsletter please e-mail 

Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk 
The cost is £5.00 per advert. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:ru3ainfo@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Alison_M_Clarke@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

A SHORT HISTORY OF  
GREAT CANFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

 
The building that now serves as the Village Hall 
was originally the Parish School. 
 
The principle of universal elementary education 
funded by the State and with a broadly secular 
syllabus developed gradually throughout the 
late C19th and early C20th.That stimulated the 
Anglican squires and clergy of many villages to 
improve the educational opportunities of the 
poor in their parishes by building their own 
schools emphasising religious education as 
well as the three R’s. 
 

Great Canfield’s Parochial School with its attached school house for the teacher was built around 
1852 following an appeal for subscriptions for the buildings and a gift of land from the Vane family. 
The young pupils’ parents paid a fee or were given charitable assistance. In later years the school 
received grant funding until its closure in 1920, after which the children attended school in High 
Roding. 
 
Although the land and buildings should have reverted to the heirs of the original grantor when the 
school closed they did not, and remained in the possession of the Rector and Parochial Church 
Council (P.C.C. ) apparently without challenge from those descendants. 
 
However, in 1920 as the original charitable purpose had failed, the Parish Council sought to have  
the legal title of the School buildings vested in it on trust for the Village. Similar applications led to 
many redundant Victorian schools becoming Parish Halls. However, in Great Canfield the 
application was resisted and so, presumably with the approval of the Charity Commission the 
status quo remained. 
 
During the next thirty or so years, the Hall was used for the normal social and family events of the 
kind to be expected in a scattered rural community particularly one which had no pub or other 
public meeting place. Then as now it’s where the Parish Council met, where residents cast their 
votes, and where neighbours met to celebrate milestones.  There were Harvest Suppers and 
P.C.C meetings, whist drives, beetle drives and opportunities to see neighbours from other parts of 
the village. 
 
In the Second World War, the hall was used by the Home Guard for drill practice and was also 
used by the Girl Guides to cook breakfasts for the men coming off their night watch. In the late 40’s 
there were regular well attended socials, and before the first pavilion was built the hall was used 
for cricket teas with provisions provided by Mr. Crick the High Roding baker. 
 
In 1951 the land and buildings were legally vested in the Diocese which in 1953 sold them for £300 
to the Great Canfield P.C.C in trust for ecclesiastical purposes. 
 
By the 1950’s & 60’s the Hall was clearly in a state of some disrepair and deteriorating rapidly as 
one local bride found when she booked it for her wedding reception and discovered that it required 
many hours of hard work to make it acceptable. There were repeated discussions about alterations 
and improvements, though through lack of funds few seem to have been implemented. 
 



In the late 70’s and early 80’s the Hall was used increasingly by a variety of village interest groups 
and a Sunday School was started. The Parish Council and other bodies contributed significant 
amounts towards substantial hall repairs. It was clear that the Hall needed a great deal of work and 
faced with the option of repairing an unstable end wall or building an extension, a committee 
representing all the Village associations was set up by the PCC to develop and maintain the Hall 
for the benefit of the whole Village, and to fund its enlargement. The Happy Circle, W.I, the 
Canfield Society, Cricket Club, PCC and Parish Council all contributed over several years through 
a variety of imaginative fund raising events. The Maryon- Wilson Trust, a number of individuals 
and the Parish Council made generous donations. In September of 1987 the extension was 
opened at a ceremony attended by Mr. & Mrs. Barker and Mr & Mrs Percy Smith the first three of 
whom had been amongst the last pupils at the School.  
 
Since then many residents have continued to support the Village Hall with their time and hard work 
believing it to be an important focal point and community asset. Do you agree? Is it still relevant? 
Is it sustainable? Can it be improved? 
 
If you’ve spotted any inaccuracies or important omissions in the summary above or you’d be 
prepared to share any recollections or documents you have – either your own or perhaps passed 
down from older family members please let us know as we’d like to get a fuller picture of the 
history of the Village Hall.  
 
 
  

 
 



 
 

Included with this Newsletter is a flyer bringing 
you up to date with what’s happened at the Hall 
over the past few years and setting out some 
options for the future. 
 
Please read it.  
 
If you believe that the Village Hall is worth 
retaining or would like to hear the arguments 
about its future, it’s important to come to a  

 
Village Meeting at the Hall 

on Thursday June 22nd 
 

We hope to see you there 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY38XH_orUAhWLHxoKHc4dDMIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.greatcanfield.org.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNFmqTY-odXAB2F5AHUnBuDJFp3rGw&ust=1495799777586310


GREAT CANFIELD BOOK GROUP 
 

 

In March some of our members attended the inaugural session of the Book Group 
Symposium at the Essex Book Festival at Colchester. We had been given complimentary 
copies of ‘The Essex Serpent’ and ‘The Witchfinder’s Sister’ and there were talks by 
the two authors Sarah Perry and Beth Underwood followed by questions from groups 
across the county. 

 
Each book has coastal Essex at its core. The first set in a village on the Blackwater in the late C19th., and 
the second in and around Parliamentarian Manningtree during the English Civil War. Although very different 
in style the novels reflect similar themes. In particular, how easily rationality and good sense can be 
subverted by superstition and fear of the unknown, and how that fear can grow or be manipulated for 
political, religious or personal reasons into a contagious hysteria. 
 
The Canfield readers found the books’ descriptions evocative and learnt a good deal of local history 
although opinions differed on how successful each author had been in constructing their characters and 
developing a coherent narrative. Some found ‘The Essex Serpent’ rather too ‘gothic’ with too many themes 
competing for attention and we felt that both would have benefited from being shorter and more ruthlessly 
edited. 
 
Also in March we read ‘The Dig’ by John Preston. 
A short but fascinating novel about the excavation in 1938-9 of the Anglo-Saxon ship burial at Sutton Hoo 
which fictionalises known facts and the real characters involved. The ‘hero’ of the story is a quiet Suffolk 
countryman Basil Brown who though he had left school at 12 was a remarkable man. Self – taught in 
astronomy and archaeology he became proficient in four languages and read voraciously on many topics. 
With the support of Ipswich Museum he was employed by Mrs. Pretty the wealthy owner of the Sutton Hoo 
estate and a formidable and able woman.   
 
Brown’s task, with two estate workers was to excavate the burial mounds on the estate, several of which 
they discovered had been robbed and vandalised in the C16th or C17th.After months of painstaking work 
on the largest of the mounds, Basil and his helpers slowly revealed the ‘negative imprint’ of the largest 
buried ship ever found, the collapsed roof of a treasure chamber and some remarkable artefacts. A find of a 
lifetime and one which has rewritten our whole understanding of the Anglo Saxons and the ‘Dark Ages’. 
 
This discovery however resulted in a turf war between the local museum, British Museum, and a larger than 
life Cambridge academic which produced some comic moments. Basil phlegmatic to the end, was 
marginalised, relegated to manual work and replaced by ‘professionals’ who continue to expose an 
enormous hoard of treasure which Mrs. Pretty later donated to the British Museum. All this just a few weeks 
before the declaration of war. 
 
With great economy the novel weaves the relationships and back stories of Mrs Pretty, Basil and the other 
characters into an affecting tale with a palpable sense of melancholy. 
 
April’s read was ‘Hag Seed’ by Margaret Atwood. It is one of a series of novels commissioned from notable 
writers to reinterpret Shakespeare plays – in this case ‘The Tempest’. 
 
A number of members had been resistant to the idea of a re-tread of a classic work and had feared that it 
might be too contrived. On the whole it passed that test and no one who knows Attwood’s writing would be 
disappointed. 
 
Described by one reviewer as ‘a play within a play within a novel’ it’s difficult to summarise. But imagine 
‘The Tempest’ set in Southern Ontario, Prospero as a pretentious theatre director ousted in a coup and 
electing exile in a remote shack rather than face professional humiliation. Add a dead wife and dead child 
called Miranda. Fast forward twelve years to his job as an acting tutor in a prison and producing that play 
with a cast of prisoners. Add revenge and retribution.  
 
Although something of an oddity we found it an entertaining and amusing read, even though most of us 
hadn’t read the original since school and seen it only rarely on the stage.                                        Sue Ball 



               

Friends of St. Mary’s 
Summer BBQ 

 
Sunday, 10th September 2017 

 
12.00pm – 3.00pm 

 
at Fitzjohns, Great Canfield 

 
Adults: £10.00 

 
Children (under 14): £5.00 

 
(Please bring your own drinks  

and glasses) 
 

For tickets please contact: 
Jenny Jewell (01279 870380) 

Or 
Alison Hepburn (01279 871664) 

 



HIGH RODING & GREAT CANFIELD W.I. 
 

At our March meeting we were informed by Keleen a volunteer for Wastebusters, which is an 
organisation run by Essex County Council, on how much wastage each year is thrown away by 
households, for example its estimated that £700 of food is thrown away each year. W.I. members 
are pretty knowledgeable on this subject and many ideas were discussed as to the planning of 
meals, shopping carefully, not buying more than you need, making extra meals out of leftovers for 
another day and putting in the freezer. A very interesting afternoon with many ideas on how to 
promote recycling and stopping so much wastage. 
 

 

For the April meeting Pat Clark from ‘Mutts in Distress’ based at Little Hallingbury gave 
us a very interesting and at times a very moving talk on how she has saved more than 
6000 dogs from being put to sleep and being able to get them re-homed. This she has 
remarkably achieved over many years, besides her normal business of running a 
Boarding kennel and Cattery and dog training classes. 

 
We were hosts this year to the Roothings 80th Group 
Meeting.  Tracey Mackness gave a talk on how her 
Giggly Pig Company came into being.  Tracey had 
served quite a long prison sentence during which time 
she realised she must turn her life around.  She studied 
and learnt many new skills, one of which was gaining a 
qualification in pig husbandry which she has now 
applied and has her own successful pig farm and 
butchery, called the Giggly Pig Company.  She goes to 
many Farmers Markets, Country Shows, gives talks and 
has written a book detailing her life. 

 
 

 
May was our Annual Meeting and the formation of a new committee.  Two Resolutions for the 
National W.I. Annual Meeting were discussed and unanimously agreed.  They were to help and 
support people suffering from loneliness and to call on the Government and Industry to stop the 
accumulation of microplastic fibres in our oceans. 
 
Future meetings are: 
 
Wednesday, 7th June                 Outing to Perrywoods at Tiptree 
 
Wednesday, 5th July  Tales from a Rural Police Sergeant  
2 p.m.     Peter Layzell 
 
Wednesday, 2nd August        Garden Meeting by kind invitation of  
2 p.m.                                           Mr. & Mrs. J. Malins 
 
Wednesday, 6th September        Annual Lunch 
12.30p.m. for 1 p.m. 
 

If you would like further information and would like to join us on any of these occasions, 

please call Margaret on 01371 872206  



NEWS FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Parish Council met in March, April and May with the Annual Village Meeting preceding the 
Parish Council Annual Meeting held in May.  Full minutes and other information received by the 
Parish Council can be found at www.greatcanfield.org.uk.   
 
At the Annual Village Meeting the Chairman (Cllr Robert Mackley) read the Parish Council 
statement for the year. 
 

During the year Great Canfield Parish Council has continued to collaborate 
with neighbouring Parish Councils on common issues, including the Revised 
Waste Local Plan and planning applications, and is grateful for the shared 
support and guidance. 
 
This year the Minerals and Waste Committee considered and advised the 
Parish Council on its response to the final consultation on the soundness 
and legality of the Revised Waste Local Plan, before its submission by 
Essex County Council to the Planning Inspector in June, and represented 

the Parish Council at the inquiry in September. We are disappointed that the points raised by the 
Committee were not acted upon and accept it is highly likely the Plan which includes a site for 
hazardous waste in Great Canfield, will be approved later in 2017. Planning applications will be 
required to bring the sites into operation and this Parish Council along with its neighbouring 
councils stands ready to consider what, if any final actions it can take to protect the communities.  
At this point I would like to thank Tricia Clifton, John Creecy and Henry Green for their many years 
of commitment to both the Minerals and Waste Local Plans and their guidance to the Parish 
Council. 
 
Following further representation to increase the number of houses on the Canfield Nursery site, 
the Parish Council sort legal advice on the easement agreed in 2015, to ensure it was robust. In 
June and in support of residents views the Parish Council agreed not to renegotiate the restrictive 
covenant, thereby restricting development to 7 houses. To date there has been no further planning 
applications to increase the size of the development. 
 
The Secretary of State decided not to award costs to the Parish Councils in the Gladman appeal. 
As a result, the Parish Council increased its contribution to the costs incurred and returned 50% of 
the funds donated to residents. 
 
Three sites in Great Canfield identified as suitable for small scale development remain in the draft 
Uttlesford Local Plan despite the objections raised by the Parish Council. In addition, the Parish 
Council objected to the inclusion of a large site south of the Flitch Way in Hatfield Broad Oak 
parish; we remain strongly opposed to any development south of the Flitch Way which threatens 
this natural boundary and opens the countryside beyond to development. The applicant submitted 
a planning application for this site in January 2017 to which this Parish Council objected, a 
decision is still pending and we continue to work with our neighbouring Parish Councils to ensure 
all possible action is taken to put up robust defence to the development. 
 
We also continue to respond to all planning applications and react to resident’s concerns. Of 
significance in routine planning has been the ongoing issues with the developments at Hayden's 
End, Hellmans Cross. An enforcement notice for part of the development expired in June 2016 and 
the Parish Council has constantly pursued Uttlesford to take action to ensure proper procedure. 
 
We continue to chip away at Highway issues and are encouraged to see Canfield Road through to 
Hope End has now been resurfaced but are disappointed that there are no plans for work in Green 
Street where the road surface is deteriorating. And it was good to see the dead tree at Hellmans 

http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/


Cross finally removed by Essex Highways!  The Parish Council is grateful to David Hummel and 
Mark Cook who volunteered to take on the role of Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators and for the 
many residents who pick up the ever increasing volume of litter from around the village. 
 
It's not easy being a Parish Councillor these days, although sometimes consulted for local advice, 
our views are rarely accepted and mostly ignored by Uttlesford and Essex County Council, the 
highways departments do their best to be unobtainable and when we are lucky enough to get 
through it seems more time, effort and money is spent not too than it would to service our 
requests. It can be very frustrating. 
 
The past year has been less busy than recent years but I am anticipating a busy year ahead so 
with that in mind I would like to thank my fellow Parish Councillors for giving up their time freely to 
attend meetings and for the practical actions and support given outside of meetings. 
 
At the Annual Parish Council meeting in May 2017, the following responsibilities were agreed. 
 
Chairman    Robert Mackley 
Vice Chairman   Stuart Hepburn 
Footpaths/Greens   Michael Knight 
Planning    Ginny Barlow, Jenny Jewell 
Tree Warden    Michael Knight 
Crime Prevention   Robert Mackley supported by Neighbourhood Watch 
Highways & Road Safety  Stuart Hepburn, Declan Tiernan 
 
For many years the Parish Council has been fortunate to have the support of the Minerals and 
Waste Committee, Tricia Clifton, John Creecy and Henry Green who have provided guidance and 
support to the Parish Council on the complex Minerals Local Plan and Waste Local Plans and in 
particular their impact on the community of Great Canfield.  Over the years they have reviewed 
thousands of pages of documents, attended meetings, responded to consultations and regularly 
challenged those with responsibility for making the decisions.  At the Annual Meeting the 
committee confirmed their intention to ‘retire’ and Cllr Mackley thanked them for their dedication 
and commitment.  As the Waste Local Plan nears final approval it is expected the next phase of 
work will relate to planning applications and the Parish Council is seeking the support of 
neighbouring Parish Councils in bringing together a new group of people to carry on the work. 
 
From Parish Council Meetings 
 
Thank you to 16 volunteers who supported the village litter pick on 
Saturday 4th March.  The number of volunteers meant the whole village 
was covered and 16 bags, primarily drink bottles, coffee cups and the 
remains of lunch were collected.  The Parish Council wishes to add its 
thanks to Ashfields and other residents who regularly pick up rubbish left 
by those from outside the village. 
 
Essex Highways confirmed they are aware of the damage caused when a 
vehicle drove into the railings at the pond at the junction of Green Street and Canfield Road last 
November.  The temporary barriers have been installed by Highways to ensure the area is safe 
until works can be completed.  Highways go on to confirm the works to replace these railings have 
not been programmed for completion and currently are unlikely to be repaired in the foreseeable 
future.  The Parish Council continues to chase for action. 
 
The Parish Council has been made aware that the yellow duck signs at the pond on Green Street 
are too small for drivers to notice, larger signs will be obtained.  Please note the red triangle sign 
has not been placed by the Parish Council. 



 
After further concerns from Bacon End residents with oversized vehicles using the single track 
lane, the Parish Council agreed to submit a request to the Uttlesford Highways Panel asking for a 
weight restriction to be considered from Bacon End at its junction with High Cross Lane to its 
junction with Canfield Road.   In addition, the Parish Council will write to Essex County Council 
regarding its policy for reducing speed limits as currently Bacon End does not meet the criteria.  
The Highways Panel has approved a ‘no through road’ sign for Bullocks Lane.  The Parish Council 
gave their support to a proposal from Hatfield Broad Oak to reduce speed limits on the B183 to 
40mph and to provide additional signage at dangerous junctions. 
 
There are a number of significant planning applications pending and the Parish Council continues 
to monitor these.  They include an application for up to 275 on land adjacent to Bonningtons Farm, 
Hatfield Broad Oak, the significance of this application is it is on land south of the Flitch Way.  In 
mid-April Cllrs attended an informal meeting of local Parish Councils and other interested parties to 
discuss the delays in the decision making progress following requests from Highways for further 
information on the impact on the M11 junction and Four Ashes.  It is expected this application will 
be delayed until end of June and will not go to Planning Committee until at least July. 
 

Essex police are looking for support for Essex Police’s Active Citizen 
Scheme which seeks to help improve community engagement in rural 
areas.   They are looking for community volunteers to become Active 
Citizens, their role would be assisting to reduce crime and the fear of crime 
by interacting with the public on behalf of the Police and Community Safety 
Partners, including the District and Parish Councils.  Requirements are that 
you know the area well, are willing to spend some time speaking to local 
residents, running “Beat Surgeries”, taking part in organised events in the 
area.  This is a non-confrontational role and supported by your Community 
Policing Team. Volunteers must be 18 or over.  For further information and 
who to contact please see the Essex Police website, 

https://www.essex.police.uk/join-the-police/volunteers/active-citizens/ 
 
From Essex County Council, rather than loading up the car, Recycle 
for Essex recommends looking to services like Freegle and Freecycle 
where you can pass on your unwanted reusable items.  From paving 
slabs, to general household items, even the kitchen sink will be 
collected, reducing waste and saving a trip to the tip.  For more 
details please see the website, http://www.recycleforessex.com/ 
 
Next quarter Parish Council meetings will be held in Great Canfield Village Hall at 8pm.  We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 

Monday 12th June 2017 
Monday 10th July 2017 

Monday 11th September 2017 
Please note there is no meeting in August 

 

A U T U M N    N E W S L E T T E R 

The deadline for the Autumn Newsletter is 20th August 2017 
 

https://www.essex.police.uk/join-the-police/volunteers/active-citizens/
http://www.recycleforessex.com/


SALE OF NEARLY NEW DESIGNER CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES 
IN AID OF MANY TEARS ANIMAL RESCUE 

 
 

SATURDAY, 10TH JUNE, 10am until 4pm 
AT CUCKOOS, CUCKOO LANE, GREAT CANFIELD, CM6 1LB 

 
ESCADA 

 Dresses, pant and skirt suits, tops, knits etc. 
Also some High Street labels and accessories 

Sizes 10-14 
All prices a fraction of original cost 

Sorry, but I am unable to accept credit or debit cards 
 

Tricia Clifton 
email: bfpv@btinternet.com 

 

 
*25% off your treatment 

BEAUTICIAN 
 
Local salon experienced *8 years) freelance Beauty Therapist, Treatments can be carried 
out at YOURS or MINE.  My treatments vary from Waxing, Tinting, Manicures, Pedicures 
(using only OPI polishes), Gel polishes, Massage and Facials..... 
 
I am able to provide salon service without the salon price tag.  I am based in Bacon End and 
can offer a relaxing experience, free parking, no waiting time and appointment times to suit 
you! 
 

Please contact me on 07843659749 
or 

parradine_hannah@hotmail.com 
 

Look forward to hearing from you soon 
Hannah Parradine 

*Fully insured* 
 

Vouchers Available 

 

 

mailto:parradine_hannah@hotmail.com


 

 
 

BEEF FROM CANFIELD 
 

I have several joints for sale including Fore rib on the bone, Top Rump, Topside 
Corner Cut and a selection of braising and stewing cuts. 

Also Steaks and Oxtail are available.   
 

If you are interested in a locally Sourced Sunday Roast from traditional breed cattle 
please give me a call on 0785 668 6812 or e-mail Jonathan.clarke159@gmail.com 

 
 

 
COME WITH US 

 
HAPPY CIRCLE 

 
Future outings this summer 

 
Wednesday 21st June - Knebworth House, Herts 

 
Wednesday 12th July – Southend 

 
Wednesday 16th August - East Anglia Transport Museum, Lowestoft 

 
Wednesday 13th September - Bure Valley Railway & Broads Cruise 

 
Contact numbers: 

Pat 01279 870578   Ann 01371 874134   Liz 01279 870582 
 

mailto:Jonathan.clarke159@gmail.com


  
 

THE ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE, LONDON 
 
The Royal Courts of Justice (London’s High Court) is an enchanting building on London’s Fleet 
Street which houses both the High Court and Court of Appeal of England and Wales. The building 
is reminiscent of a cathedral in both style and scale it is a large grey stone edifice in the Victorian 
Gothic style with soaring arches and beautiful stained glass windows ornamented with the coats of 
arms of Lord Chancellors and keepers of the Great Seal, combined with a mosaic marble floor 
leading to a maze of enchanting corridors to create a majestic setting or exciting visit to one of 
London’s best kept secrets. 
 
On 19th April, 31 members of The Happy Circle visited The Royal Courts of Justice and were given 
a guided tour. 
 

After being assisted on to the coach by our driver, John, we set off to London where we were kept 

amused with John’s comments regarding the various sites that we passed along the way.  We 

were dropped off close to the Courts and proceeded to enter the Gothic Revival Building, setting 

off alarms at the entrance!  Once inside the building we met our guide for the day, Brian, who 

explained all about the history of the courts. 11 Architects competed for the contract for the Law 

Courts (believing they were designing a Cathedral) with each submitting alternative designs with 

the view of the possible placing of the building on the Thames Embankment. In 1868 it was 

decided that George Edmund Street, R.A. was to be appointed the sole architect for the Royal 

Courts of Justice and it was he who designed the whole building from foundation to varied carvings 

and spires. George Edmund Street sadly died before the building was opened. It is believed that 

the stress of the task may have contributed to his death, at the age of 57. Queen Victoria opened 

the Royal Courts in December 1882 after eleven years of construction - the building instantly 

became an awe-inspiring landmark in the heart of London’s Fleet Street. 

 

Another guide, Pat then explained that most of the cases heard at the courts were appeal cases 

and went on to describe the various levels of Judges.  Both Brian and Pat gave an amusing 

performance about some of the cases which had taken place over the years. 

 

After being led through the courts and shown all the items of interest, we then proceeded outside 

this magnificent building to view the surrounding area until we departed back to Takeley after 

another interesting and enjoyable day out with the group. 

 

Liz Pickford 

 



 
 

 



   CARPET BOWLS CLUB    
 
Summer is here. Not much sun and blooming cold.  I don’t like to criticise but I’ve looked 
everywhere and I just can’t find it.  Rain! The main component of Summer seems to be almost 
extinct. Just when we’ve had a compulsory water meter fitted, we have to pay to water the garden.  
You can’t convince me that is a coincidence.  Just have to stop drinking water and concentrate on 
cider. Tough call but I have to listen to my social conscience.  
 
Anyway, enough of this padding rambling.  On with the continuing story of Carpet Bowls. 
 
You may recall last year I had mislaid our friendly fixture results. Well, this year I have been more 
careful. To date (18th May) we have played 7, won 4, drawn 1 and lost 2.  Something had to ruin 
our record. We beat Great Easton, Little Easton Elsenham and Stebbing.  As Captain the buck 
stops with me.  I must try to return to our core beliefs after the summer break and bring much more 
joy to our opposition. We have sneaked in an extra match before the break.  By the time you read 
this we will have travelled to Widdington (assuming my mates Tom and Tom can find it).  Perhaps 
this will be our opportunity to recover our season with a more happiness-giving performance. 
 
Our encounter with Elsenham (the long short mat lot) produced a shameful victory. I was away in 
Cornwall battling the elements, so could not prevent the result, a point that has been mentioned to 
me casually by the players. 
 
Soon we will be in Tournament mode with the third running of the David Salmon Trophy. 
The first ever winner, Terry “The Eagle” Eagleton and his successor Frank “Bomber” Kelly will do 
battle with the rest of the membership.  I will no doubt exit in the first round as is traditional to 
concentrate on organisation. 
  
If you would like to witness this titanic struggle first hand and attempt to emulate the awesome 
talent on show, we would be pleased to greet you at: 

 
Priors Green Community Hall 
Bennet Canfield 
Little Canfield 
DUNMOW 
CM6 1YE 

 
Tuesday evenings around 7.15pm 
Fees: £10 membership for a full year and £2 per evening (first evening FREE!). 
Previous experience a positive disadvantage. 
 
Contact David Turner on: 01279-870620 or 07803-848681 
 
May 2017 
 
P.S.  Would you believe it? As soon as I pressed “send” it started chucking it down!  
Can’t trust anything, can you? 
 
 



 

 

I recently attended the annual meeting for Uttlesford South Neighbourhood 
Watch Steering Group where we heard from some keynote speakers from 
the Police.  Most interesting for me was a talk by Detective Inspector Lee 
Morton, from the Cyber Crime Unit.  Very opportune having regard to 
recent activity affecting our NHS. 
 

 
A brief summary of areas of which to be “aware”. 
 
Most of you will have a router through which your Internet is received.  Beware of the location 
where you site the unit.  On the reverse of the unit you will find your personal data information.  Do 
not locate it on a shelf against an external window, as any passing “undesirable” can immediately 
have access to your computer! 
 
Do not charge your phone through your computer.  On average 75% of mobile phones contain 
viruses, as we are all less careful as to what we download to our phone.  Once that phone is 
connected to your computer, those viruses can migrate. 
 
Beware of downloading photos onto Facebook / Linkedin, owned by Google. They cease to 
become your property and can be freely used by Google. 
 
Beware of seeking too many “friends” on Facebook as they may not all be friendly! 
 
Beware of “free gifts”, such as memory sticks. They may arrive with undesirable downloads. 
 
Beware of “free wi-fi” available in Coffee Shops.  It is too easy for others to access your data. 
 
How to “protect” yourself and your computer. 
 
Download software updates as soon as they become available. 
 
Delete suspicious emails immediately, without opening any attachments. 
 
Always use Anti-Virus Software. 
 
Most important, always use a “strong” password. One very strong Password used on different 
applications, is far better than numerous “soft” passwords that have to be written down!  How to 
crack a Password is available as a download on-line, beware!   The key to a strong Password is to 
use a minimum of 12 characters, using upper and lower case letters, at least one symbol, at least 
one number, and 3 random words with meaning only to you! 
 
An example        -       @51OneBrownDog48@        -       Statistics suggest this will take years to 
crack! 
 
Good luck and stay safe                                                                                                 
 
David Hummel  
 
Gt Canfield NhW Co-ordinator - 01371 874884 / 07774 239962 -  davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Contact me to receive a copy of the Weekly Bulletin or Quarterly NhW Observer, by email. 

mailto:davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk


 

WHO’S WHO IN THE PARISH 
Organisation Name Address Telephone No. 

Church Warden Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Church Warden (Deputy) Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Visitor Access Mrs Jo Donald Rodingbourne, Church End 01371 879197 

Church Treasurer Mr Tony Hughes Fanns Cottage, Canfield Road 01279 871513 

PCC Secretary Mrs Jo Donald Rodingbourne, Church End 01371 879197 

Organist Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Church Flowers Mrs Mary Clarke Haslow, Church End 01371 872213 

Church Bells Mr Jonathan Clarke Great Canfield Bury Farm  01371 873403 

Bridge Club Mr Tony Hughes Fanns Cottage, Canfield Road 01279 871513 

Book Club Mr Jon Sams Maltings, Church End 01371 872126 

Carpet Bowls Mr David Turner Hart View, Canfield Road 01279 870620 

Cricket Club Mr Stuart Hepburn Fitzjohns 01279 871664 

Footpath Rep Mr Chris Easter Griffin Farm 01279 870155 

Neighbourhood Watch Mr David Hummel 
davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk 
 

01371 874884 

1st Roding Scout Group Mrs Claire Matthews  
 Meet on Tuesday Evenings,  
 Aythorpe Roding Village Hall 

01245 231478 

Parish Council Chairman Mr Robert Mackley The Foxley, Bacon End 01371 879192 

Parish Council Secretary Mrs Allison Ward 
Peartree Cottage, Slough Road, 
High Easter 

01245 231798 

Village Hall Lettings Gill Vincent 
For bookings and enquiries: 
greatcanfieldhall@gmail.com  

01279 871421 

WI High Roding & Gt 
Canfield 

Mrs Margaret Stevenson High Roding Bury Farm 01371 872206 

Newsletter Editor Mrs Alison Clark 1 Warwick Road, Little Canfield 01279 871835 

Newsletter Distributors  Areas of Distribution  

 Mr Peter Smith Ashfields  

 Mrs Jane Mainwaring Bacon End  

 Mrs Mary Clarke Church End  

 Mrs Gill Vincett Green Street  

 Mrs Jill Minton Hope End  

 Mrs Liz Pickford Hope End  

 Mrs Nanette Sargent Marsh Lane  

 Mrs Barbara Hughes Canfield Road  

Website : http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/ 

mailto:davidhummel@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:greatcanfieldhall@gmail.com
http://www.greatcanfield.org.uk/

