About Great Canfield Happy Circle

HISTORY
In 1963 the Rector of Great Canfield’s wife, Mrs Mollie Benson, founded the Happy Circle Club together with three other helpers. In the beginning the Club was inaugurated for the benefit of the over 60s as a village social club; in fact the name in those days was “Great Canfield Happy Circle Over 60s Club. There is one significant change however and that was a few years back when “Over 60’s Club” was dropped from the name and it simply became Great Canfield Happy Circle which exists to the present day therefore ending any vestige of age discrimination and allowing membership to a wider population. No subscription is required to become a member but membership is restricted to about seventy people.

FUNCTIONS

In the winter months most of the club meetings including afternoon tea are held in the village hall. An entertainer, speaker or demonstrator provides entertainment during the meeting. One of these meetings is reserved for a charity speaker after which a donation from the club goes to the charity. In December a 3 course Christmas lunch is provided and paid for out of club funds to all members. This event is held in the Dunmow Day Centre.

In the summer months there is a monthly outing by coach to places of interest and in November there is a Christmas shopping bus which goes to one of the big shopping centres in the South East. Outings are charged at cost or subsidised where funds permit which includes coach hire and any applicable entrance fees. Normally there are two theatre visits each year with a pantomime in the New Year and a visit to Clacton Music Hall in the summer.

Members are given the opportunity each year to make suggestions for places or events they would like to visit in the following year. Non club members or friends of members are always very welcome to go on the coach outings although members will have priority for the seats available, usually 55.  
FUNDING

Funds are principally generated from fund raising events such as an annual Strawberry Tea, the Spring Coffee Morning and Autumn Fair where jumble is sold and various competitions and raffles are held. Donations from members of the community are also very gratefully received.

Some of the many outings over the past twenty years include:-

Buckingham Palace, Blenheim Palace, Hampton Court, Windsor Castle, Leeds Castle, Dover 
Castle, Tower of London, Hever Castle, Sandringham. 
London Eye, Houses of Parliament, Medway Historic Dockyard, Duxford, Docklands, London Zoo, Royal Hospital Chelsea, Bletchley Park.
Spalding Flower Festival, Thames River Cruises, Woburn Safari Park, Wroxham Broad

Cruise, Rutland Water Cruise, Greene King Brewery Bury St Edmunds, Thursford Variety 

Show.
Hatfield House, Syon House, Somerset House, Apsley House, Ingatstone Hall, Althorp, 
Hughenden Manor, Wimpole Hall, Audley End, Kentwell Hall, Euston Hall, Shuttleworth
Hall, Sommerleyton, Giffords Hall, Hyde Hall, Blickling Hall. Burghley House, Waddeston Manor.



Kew Gardens, St Albans Rose Garden, Savill Gardens, Wisley Gardens, BBC Essex Gardens, Barnsdale Gardens, Bressingham Gardens.
Ely Cathedral, Kings Cambridge, Westminster Abbey
Lavenham, Sudbury, Maldon,
Southend, Dunwich, Yarmouth, Aldeburgh, Newmarket, 

Canterbury, Colchester, Stamford, Southwold, Frinton.
