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GREAT CANFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

held in the Church Hall Monday 8th March 2010
Present:
Cllr Jon Sams (Chairman)
Cllrs, Henry Green, Gwen Salmon, Gordon Sives, Keith Vincett and the Clerk Allison Ward
Cllr Jackie Cheetham (Uttlesford District Council – 8.05pm to 8.20pm)


1 Member of the Public. 
PUBLIC MEETING – No matters were raised.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr Derek Jones (meeting), Cllr Tricia Clifton (holiday), Cllr Robert Mackley.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None.
3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8th February were approved and signed as a true record.
4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
Land South of the A120 at Canfield Drive.  Following discussion and advice it was agreed not to send any correspondence to Uttlesford District Council at this stage.
BT Phone Kiosk, the Clerk has summarised the contract issues and forwarded them to EALC for advice, a response is pending.  BT has been notified of the current status.
Land Registry amendments to Parish Council address is on hold and will be amended once Parish Clerk moves.
The agenda and the Chairman’s Statement for the Village Meeting on 23rd April were agreed after some minor amendments and additions.  The agenda will be distributed with the Village Design Statement to every household in the Parish.  Clerk to book Church Hall and update PCSO, who has confirmed her attendance, on the format of the evening.

Data Protection Act and impact on Great Canfield Parish Council is outstanding and will be progressed prior to the next meeting.

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council adopted paragraph 12.2 of the Model Code of Conduct at their meeting of 15th May 2007.  Therefore the letter from Uttlesford District Council clarifying the meaning of this paragraph applies to this Council.  It was agreed that the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations would be reviewed during the next financial year, Clerk to set-up process.

Following completion of the Village Design Statement, Cllr Sams confirmed that the website had been amended and now reflects a ‘village website’ with the principle activity relating to the Parish Council.  The cost is £66 for 2 years with the next payment due in March 2011.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would now assume responsibility for the website and Cllr Sams will confirm the date for handover.  The option to auto-forward the e-mail account to the Parish Clerk will also be investigated.
5. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT – Cllr Cheetham updated the meeting.
Uttlesford District Councils element of the Council Tax will be a 2.9% increase.

The consultation on the Local Development Framework is now underway and all residents and the Parish Council are encouraged to respond.

Cllr Cheetham confirmed that Uttlesford District Council had now visited Newland Farm and together with Essex County Council are reviewing whether the correct planning applications exist.
Cllr Cheetham requested a copy of the option paper for the land South of the A120 at Canfield Drive, Cllr Vincett to forward, and confirmed that Essex County Council had to go through the same planning application process as private individuals.
The East of England Regional Assembly is due to sign off the draft East of England Plan on 12th March.  This will confirm no major development in the Canfields.  Should there be a change of government it is suggested the housing strategy will be repealed to allow a bottom up process.
6. CORRESPONDENCE
Comments from circulated mail and other correspondence.
6.1. Local Development Framework, Core Strategy Consultation.  Cllrs Sams and Vincett attended the presentation for local councillors on 15th February.  Following this a paper copy of the primary consultation documents has been received and reviewed by Cllr Vincett, who updated the meeting.  As there is no proposal for any development in Great Canfield, it was agreed our response will focus on two main areas of concern; road traffic routes to Elsenham and the scoring system.  Cllr Vincett to draft a response to be circulated to all Cllrs for comment prior to submission by the Clerk.  Deadline is 9th April.
6.2. There is a current planning application from Stansted Ripening Centre which is in the adjoining parish of Little Canfield, and will be discussed at the Development Control Committee on 10th March.  This is seeking permission for a larger site with more vehicles entering and leaving the site.  It was agreed that Cllr Sams would draft a response for the Clerk to submit raising concerns about vehicles using Bacon End Road for access.

6.3. A letter has been received from the Secretary of State relating to the Stansted G2 Public Inquiry.  This states the inquiry will not start until after the next General Election and goes on to state that BAA have been asked to advise of the future intentions regarding the planning application and orders and if they are to pursue the proposal for a second runway.
.

7. PLANNING POLICY FOR BREACHES IN PLANNING REGULATIONS
The following policy for breaches in planning regulations was proposed by Cllr Vincett and seconded by Cllr Sams with all in favour.  

‘The Parish Council will not seek out failures to apply for planning permission.  However it will deal with the following types of apparent breach of planning policies

1.  Failure to comply with decisions on planning applications,

2. Complaints from residents of the parish of breaches of policy and loss of amenity.

In such cases it will always report the matter to the appropriate planning authority unless it is clearly not a planning matter, or the activity is without doubt allowed by Permitted Development Concessions.  Where a resident’s complaint is not reported the Council may consider alternative action is appropriate.’

8. EMERGENCY PLAN

No action to be carried forward to April meeting.

9. REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
9.1. Footpaths, Byeways, Bridleways and Greens 
.
9.1.1. Cllr Sives met Highways on site to discuss the work required to repair Bridleway 24.  It was agreed approximately 100 tonnes (5 truck loads) of planings would be required.  These can be supplied and delivered free of charge to an area close to the entrance to the Bridleway.  Work would not start until May/June when the land became dryer and is subject to a successful grant application from 3Ps.  Cllr Sives to complete the grant application form to cover the work at a cost of £800 and forward to the Clerk for submission.
9.1.2. Clerk to send a letter of thanks to Highways for their work on resolving the boundary issues with Bridleway 24.

9.1.3. Clerk has received confirmation of the order diverting part of footpath 12.  Clerk to forward copy of the order to Highways and request 12 ‘way marker’ discs to mark the new section of the footpath.  Alan Goffee to position discs once received.

9.1.4. Cllr Sams has received correspondence originating from Essex County Council including a copy of an Essex Bridleways Association statement of an objective to create a restricted byway route from Cold Harbour Farm High Cross Lane to Cuckoos Lane, which included a suggested upgrade of footpath 5 to a restricted byway.  Alan Goffee confirmed he had written raising his concerns and objection to the proposal, a response is pending.  The Parish Council discussed its position, which included consideration of Cllr Mackley’s written response in support of the proposal.  It was agreed to take no further action until such time as a ‘formal’ proposal is received.  However at this stage the Cllrs present were not in favour of the suggestion to convert footpath 5 to a restricted byway. 
9.1.5. The knocked over footpath signs at footpath 7 Green Easter and footpath 13 next to the Grange, will be repaired when Highways are next completing work in the area.  

9.1.6. Cllr Sives confirmed it is the turn of Great Canfield in the 5 year cycle for any repairs and maintenance to Public Rights of Way to be carried out by Essex County Council Highways.  
9.1.7. Three people assisted in reducing the bulrushes in the west pond along Green Street. It was suggested this should be an annual requirement to maintain the pond.  The work could be completed by BTCV at a cost of £185 or the Parish Council could purchase the tools to complete the work.  Clerk to agenda for October.  Alan Goffee was thanked for his help and the Clerk to write a letter of thanks to BTCV.
9.2. Highways and Road Safety
9.2.1. The Clerk to write to the Chief Constable raising concerns that there is no record of the 999 call following the accident and subsequent damage to the Parish Council noticeboard at Hope End.  Clerk to write to Mr Phipps informing him of the Councils intention to pursue a claim through the small claims court.

9.2.2. Hope End Bridge, a closure notice has been issued and work is now in progress to strengthen the bridge.
9.2.3. Confirmation has been received from Essex County Council that a public notice will appear in the Herts and Essex Observer on 4 March 2010, confirming the intention to introduce speed limits along Green Street and Hope End.
9.2.4. Essex County Council has issued a proposal to remove the roundabout at the Junction of Canfield Drive and the B1256.  The Council remain in support of this proposal and agreed no additional comments were required.
9.2.5. Cllr Mackley reported that a residents land and the village green at Bacon End had been damaged by a vehicle travelling to the Stansted Ripening Centre.  The Company concerned have agreed to repair the damage.  Cllr Mackley to draft a letter for the Clerk to send to the Stansted Ripening Centre raising concerns with their vehicles using Bacon End for access.  And to write a further letter to Little Canfield Parish Council seeking support in installing an ‘Unsuitable for HGV’ sign at the start of the road.
9.2.6. There has been further correspondence between solicitors on Bullocks Lane kerbing, however there is no further progress. 
9.2.7. Concerns have been raised on the number of waste trucks travelling from Hatfield Broad Oak and along Green Street.  It was agreed that no action would be taken at this stage.  If the problem continues once the new HGV signs have been introduced, action will be taken.
9.3. Crime Prevention
Cllr Salmon confirmed the cold calling promotion is only available in certain zones and as yet Uttlesford is not participating.

There has been a further shed theft at The Byre, Puttocks End where a large amount of property was stolen.
9.4. Tree Warden

Cllr Green confirmed that the Parish Council have no comment to make on the application for Tree Works at Water Hall.  The work will not affect the ‘setting’ of the conservation area.
10.  PLANNING
10.1.   Applications/Determinations/Enforcement
APPLICATIONS
APPL No.

UTT/0205/10/LB
DEVELOPMENT
Internal Alterations

LOCATION

The Elms, Bacon End

The Parish Council have no comment on this application.
APPL No.

UTT/1604/09/FUL

DEVELOPMENT
Erection of agricultural storage building

LOCATION

Griffin Farm

The following response was agreed, Clerk to submit.

This council refers you to its' comments on refused application UTT/0317/09/FUL. The new Design and Access Statement provides a justification of need for extra storage, and it is recognised that bales can be seen stored in the open. However the statement does not deal clearly with whether the Deal Tree Farm barns have been included in the calculations nor whether the Farm Implement Store building is still being offered to let.

It should be noted that the Design and Access Statement shows that the building will be smaller than the refused application but the plans show it to be unchanged in size.

With respect to the building this Council continues to be concerned about the visual impact of it because the position is a local high point potentially visible at a distance from the NW through N to the E.  The east end would be visible fairly close from the Pound House and School House.  The proposed screening bund will not provide adequate screening as the building is over 3.5 times as tall as the bund. Trees to the NE and to the SE would make a more effective screen by reason of greater height and irregular shape.  If any bund is allowed then construction should be only from material already on site; the importation of material should not be allowed
APPL No.

UTT/1650/09/FUL

DEVELOPMENT
Retention of agricultural building

LOCATION

Griffin Farm

The following response was agreed, Clerk to submit.

This Council is concerned about the risk of the building reverting to unlawful industrial use given the applicants' protracted attempts to overturn enforcement action. It cannot provide any information on whether the case for agricultural use is convincing but sees a risk that it could be temporary.  The council is aware that redundant agricultural buildings must in their first 10 years either be granted planning permission for another use or else be removed.  It asks that the end of this 10 year period is defined in the conditions of any planning permission, that the period should end at the latest possible date, and if possible that the end date is 10 years after the date of any such permission.


APPL No.

UTT/0250/10/TCA

DEVELOPMENT 
Trim Hazel stand.  Lop branch on 2 no. Maple.  Remove 5 no. Hazel.  Fell 1 no Elm.

LOCATION

Water Hall

See item 9.4.

DECISIONS


None
10.2. Crumps Farm 
Cllr Green updated the meeting on the recent liaison meeting where the main discussion was concerning the updated planning application; the request to become a preferred site and a main processing unit slightly lower in height, but still felt by this Council to be a significantly visible and intrusive structure.

This Councils draft response to the planning application is in circulation to Cllrs for approval.  This needs to be approved and submitted to Essex County Council by 11th March.  Once a final version is agreed Cllr Green to forward to Clerk for submission.

10.3. Minerals Development Document – No further action this month.

10.4. Newlands Farm – In addition to the comment by Cllr Cheetham in item 5, Cllr Vincett reported that Essex County Council enforcement is awaiting information from Uttlesford District Council.
10.5. Meadow Lodge, Canfield Drive – In line with the agreed policy, item 7 above, the following report to Uttlesford Enforcement Team was agreed.  Clerk to submit.

‘Part demolition and extension of the bungalow is permitted under UTT/0429/09/FUL and is under way.  However in addition to this work a replacement garage and new stable building have been built close to the site's NW boundary.  Neither appear on the plans approved for UTT/0429/09/FUL and both appear not to be allowed as permitted development because they are too tall for how close they are to the boundary. NB these developments also do not appear on plans approved earlier as UTT/0255/06/FUL.’

11. FINANCE
11.1. Cheques Approved for Payment



Allison Ward (Parish Clerk – February 2010), 
      

£171.62
11.2. Internal Audit Plan for 2009/10.  Draft Accounts and Asset Register will be presented              
for approval at the April meeting.  The Accounts will be forwarded to the Internal Auditor by 15th May, thereby allowing any issues to be addressed at the June meeting prior to submission at the end of June.  A VAT return for the year will be processed.

12.  ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE GREAT CANFIELD NEWSLETTER, WEBSITE AND PARISH NEWS
A summary of the Parish Council meeting will be included in Parish News.
13. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA INCLUDING MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC SESSION
13.1. Draft Accounts and Asset Register,
13.2. Arrangements for the Annual Village Meeting,

14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday 12th April 2010 at 8pm in the Church Hall.

15. TIME AND CLOSE OF MEETING – 9.45pm.
ALLISON WARD

Parish Clerk  01245 231798
Signed

Jon Sams
Chairman Parish Council


